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Sunday Meditation 
In Christ, God is made known—and in following Christ, we are made 
new.  
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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ January 18, 2026 

Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am  Grace 11:00am 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany / Salvation May Reach 

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

* Call to Worship     
Listen to me, O coastlands; pay attention, you people from far 

away! 

God called us before we were born; we were named by God 

while in our mother’s womb. 

God made our mouths like sharp swords; in the shadow of God’s 

hand, we were hidden. 

God made us a polished arrow; in God’s quiver, we were 

hidden away. 

I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach 

to the end of the earth. 

Kings shall see and stand up; princes shall prostrate 

themselves, because of God, who is faithful, the Holy One has 

chosen you. 

 

* Invocation 
Knitter of our bones and Namer of our being, we invite you to 

encompass us with your spirit. Everything we desire can be found 

in you. You desire wholeness for us and in us so now we draw nigh 

to receive from you and to share in you. Amen. 

 

*  Opening Hymn           “Just As I Am”  

Mt Hope VH #422 Greenfield CH #488 Grace VH #422 

 

 

Welcome 
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Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
Redeemer, granter of free will, help us to stay encouraged to 

exercise our free will to cause heaven to exist on the earth. 

We confess that we often miss the bigger picture, while 

staring at the snapshot of our lives. You have equipped us to 

see each other’s suffering and remedy it. In doing so, we 

transform how we live and where we live. Amen. 
 

Words of Grace   

God’s ability to help us stay alert, keeps us open to salvation and the 

possibility of experiencing Heaven on earth at any given time. 

Heaven can be a place on earth. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 49:1-7  NRSV 

The Servant’s Mission 

49 Listen to me, O coastlands; 

    pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

The Lord called me before I was born; 

    while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 

    in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me a polished arrow; 

    in his quiver he hid me away. 
3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, 

    Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

    I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

yet surely my cause is with the Lord 

    and my reward with my God.” 

5 And now the Lord says, 

    who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 

to bring Jacob back to him, 

    and that Israel might be gathered to him, 

for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 

    and my God has become my strength— 
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6 he says, 

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

    to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

    and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

I will give you as a light to the nations, 

    that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

7 Thus says the Lord, 

    the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 

    the slave of rulers, 

“Kings shall see and stand up; 

    princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 

because of the Lord, who is faithful, 

    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  John 1:29-42   NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 
The Lamb of God 

29 The next day he [John] saw Jesus coming toward him and 

declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 

ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not 

know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he 

might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I 

myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 

water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 

remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I 

myself have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One.”  

The First Disciples of Jesus 
35 The next day John again was standing with two of his 

disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, 

here is the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, 

and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them 

following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said 

to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you 

staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw 



5 

where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was 

about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard 

John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother. 41 He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We 

have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42 He 

brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are 

Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is 

translated Peter). 

 

* Gloria Patri 
 

Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 
 

* Meditation Hymn         “Arise, Your Light Is Come”  

Mt Hope Insert Greenfield NCH #164 Grace Insert 
 

Today’s Message 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

Creator of heaven and earth, receive these offerings from our 

hearts and our hands. May they be used to bring heaven to 

the earth. Amen. 

 

*  Closing Hymn        “Love Lifted Me”  

Mt Hope VH #177 Greenfield CH #508 Grace VH #177 

 

* Benediction 
As we go forth, let’s keep in mind that heaven on earth is possible 

because the kin-dom is in us and the kin-dom is us. Amen 

 

* Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
* Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

Salvation May Reach: Service Prayers for the Second Sunday after Epiphany was written by Rev. Teña T. Nock, 

who serves as The Associate Pastor of Digital Ministry, First United Church of Tampa, United Church of Christ. 

Mystic in the making. 

 


