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Advent Vﬁozgﬁf

Advent announces that Jesus is coming and not through any action
of our own. We do not deserve it. Advent happens. Advent
means that Jesus comes again and for all time, at Christmas, this
Christmas.


http://www.greenfieldcharge.org/
mailto:greenfieldchargeucc@gmail.com
mailto:farberhome@atlanticbb.net

W@Z&O meE

Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ  November 30, 2025
Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am Grace 11:00am
15 Sunday of Advent / Raised Above

Community News
Prayer List and’ Prayers of the Peop/e
Pre/uaé/ﬁijﬂﬁ@ of the Candles

*Coall to Warxﬁip

As the sun rises on this new season, we turn within and ask God to
renew hope in each one of us.

For the sake of my relatives and friends, proclaim with joy,
“Let us go to the house of our God and find hope within!”

Though the days are hard, and the news, grim, we turn to our
siblings here asking them to trust God, as we have so many times
in the past.

For the sake of my relatives and friends, we proclaim with
joy, “Peace be within the walls of this house, that our hope
might spread beyond!”

In our fears and our desperation, in our exhaustion and our pain,
God wraps us in bands of hope, holding us together so we may
continue the struggle for justice and peace.

For the sake of my relatives and friends, we proclaim with
joy, “I will seek all that is good within the house of God,
and I will carry it with me wherever I go!”

* Ivocation

Emmanuel, we come here today to renew ourselves in the
generosity of God’s hope. We will climb the mountain hand in
hand that we may learn again of God’s promise to be with us, both
in the valley and on the peaks. Let us set down our despair and rest
in the light of God until we are renewed!

" Upem'ry Wymn “0 Come, O Come Emmanuel”
Mt Hope VH #93 Greenfield CH #245 Grace VH #93
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Prayer for Transformation and New Life

God, it is not a year abundant with hope. We cry out for
solace, for rest, for strength; we curse in anger at the
horrors we see perpetrated in your name; we turn our
backs on those who suffer, and we scorn those who bring
suffering upon others. We are lost and demoralized, aching
for the hope in your Word, and yet when you speak, we do
not hear. We do not quiet the spirit within or allow your
peace to fall upon us. We root ourselves in devastation
when true strength is born out of your tender grace.
Forgive us, God, for abandoning hope in favor of fear and a
desire for retribution.

Words of Grace

God does not turn us away when we falter. We are, instead, taken
in and given sanctuary so that we may revive in God’s tender
mercy. God will be our shelter while we rest, as well as when we
are ready, once again, to rise up.

Thanks be to God!
Advent Condle ﬁ\‘gﬁﬁ@ L’ifan]
Advent Seripture Isaiah 2:1-5 NRSV
The Future House of God

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.
2In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3 Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

3



4 He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
50 house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

ﬂijﬁﬁry the Condle of Hope
Today, we light the candle of Hope.

In this season of waiting, Hope is not simply a wish for what may
come, but a deep trust in God’s promises. Isaiah tells of a day
when nations will stream to God’s holy mountain, learning God’s
ways, walking in God’s path of peace. We hold onto the hope that
God is guiding us even now—teaching us compassion, shaping us
into peacemakers, and calling us to walk in the light of the Lord.

As we light this candle, we remember that Hope is the quiet
confidence that God’s future is already breaking into our present.

* Advent Condle ﬁyﬁﬁ@ 7-9mn Insert Verse #1
“Light the Advent Candle”

* Advent ?myer

God of Hope, as we begin this Advent season, open our hearts to
Your light. Teach us Your ways, that we may walk in paths of
peace. In a world weary with conflict and fear, kindle in us the
Hope promised by the prophets—that Your kingdom of justice and
peace is drawing near. Strengthen us to be bearers of that Hope for
others, trusting that You are already at work redeeming all things.
Amen.



CHRIST'S PROMISED COMING

Advent Song 2090

(Light the Advent Candle)

A C C/E G7 G7 G7 G7 G|7 C
1 T
“”i J Il =l |g| d 125 Iol .l 1 d .l 1 1 ‘."T' J
1. Light the Ad - vent can - dle, one Now the wait - ing has  be - gum;
2. Light the Ad - vent can - dle, two Think of hum - ble shep - herds, who
3. Light the Ad - vent can - dle, three: Think of heaven - ly har - mo - ny;
4, Light the Ad - vent can - dle, four: Think of joy for - ev - er- more;
5. Light the Christ-mas can - dles, now: Sing of don - key, sheep, and cow;
; ?
"
—
[
E Am G7 G7
) n [ :
T T T T T I T T 1 1] T T iy
— = — = ==} — — !
d :'i d I ’ i i I { T | =1 _‘I‘ 1 al & z=
we have start - ed on our way, time to think of Christ - mas day.
filled with won - der at the sight of the child of Christ - mas night.
an - gels sing - ing “Peace on earth” at the bless - ed Sav - ior's birth.
Christ Child in a sta - bIe born, gift of love  that Christ - mas morn.
birth - day can - dles for e King, let the al - le - lu - ias ring.
T — : o'\ } :- ) 1 i
- T ]9 T r — I {,’.‘ T I" 0
Refrain r
C C/E G7 G7 G7 G7 G7 C
H s | .
. t P ! —— ——1 — —— —1— T —— ]
{5 1 = I R e
) - b ] * & L T L =
Can - dle, can - dle, burn - ing bright, shin - ing in the cold win-ter night;
] 2 [
T I T 1 X
T f ; t ] e ™ o
I 1 r- 1 - 1 - ] n‘ (-
F f I I [ |
. Te E7 Am F CE c a1 c 1
I 1 I
17 ] + 1 I T n T 1 T 1 T T 1
e o —e et —= 1
= | & - I 1 1T [N et | I 1 I L I 1 ¥ |
o - I T L <~ - 4 -
can - dle, can - dle, burn - ing bright, fill our hearts with Christ - mas light.

Y J
r

T

: |

ry 1
|

Congregation: Unison

WORDS: Mary Lu Walker (Luke 2:1-20)
MUSIC:  Mary Lu Walker

© 1975 Mary Lu Walker

T %Qﬁﬁ

ADVENT CANDLE SONG
77.77 with Refrain
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Episfé Rwﬁnj Romans 13:11-14 NRSV

An Urgent Appeal
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us
now than when we became believers; '? the night is far gone; the
day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on
the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not
in quarreling and jealousy. ! Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

" The an of the Wa@ Ga.vpe/ Matthew 24:36-44 NRSV
Gloria Tibi ( Gﬁny be to Thes, O Lord.) TH #497

The Necessity for Watchfulness
36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 3 For as in the days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 3° and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so,
too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. #° Then two will be in
the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 4! Two women
will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be
left. 4> Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what
day your Lord is coming. * But understand this: if the owner of the
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. # Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

* Gloria Patri

Children's Me.vmje / Co@rgaﬁon Conversation

* Meditation Wymn “Lo! He Comes, With Clouds Descending”
Mt Hope Insert Greenfield CH #754 Grace Insert
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Lo, He Comes with Cloudls Descending 754

They will see the Son of Man coming with power and great glory. Matthew 24:30
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2.Ev - ery eye shall now be-hold Him, Robed in dread-ful maj- es - ty!
3.Now the Sav-ior, long - ex-pect-ed, See in sol-emn pomp ap - pear
4.Yes, a-men! let all a-dore Thee, High on Thine e - ter- nal throne.
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Al - le-lu-ial Al - le- lu-ial God ap-pears on earth to reign.
Deep - ly wail-ing, deep - ly wail-ing, Shall the true Mes - si - ah see.

Al - le-lu-ial Al - le-lu-ial See the day of God ap- pear.
O come quick-ly! O come quick-ly! Ev - er- last- ing God, come down!
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TEXT: Charles Wesley and Martin Madan; based on John Cennick REGENT SQUARE
MUSIC: Henry T. Smart 8.78.78.7.

A higher secting may be found at No. 403




Toa/ayk Mm@e
The Z/Josf/efv Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.

The Lord's Pr@er

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

" Sunj ﬁﬁ!ﬂam'e “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501

The Giving of Our Tithes and Uﬁ[mhj:
Offertory Statement
Offertory (MH)
* Doxology TH # 551
* Offertory Prayer
Beloved Creator, we offer these gifts to you in the spirit of
Hope. We place our trust in you and in those who faithfully
care for your people, that these gifts will be used to protect
and uplift those who are in need. Help us to remember our
role to act as agents of your grace each and every day.
Amen.
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’ C/orirg Hyrmn
“I Am Bound for the Promised Land/On Jordan’s Stormy Banks”
Mt Hope VH #450 Greenfield CH #777 Grace VH #450

* Renediction

When we leave this place today, let us carry the flame of Hope
within us, no matter how small it may seem. We feed it with the
knowledge that God’s love is incendiary. Our Beloved’s breath
blows through us, allowing the flames to rise and catch and give us
strength all the days of our lives. Amen

* Throe-Fold Amen TH # 558
) ?osfﬁlﬁ/e/z'?,vﬁ{iguﬁ'ﬁiry of the Candle

Raised Above: Service Prayers for the First Sunday of Advent Year A was written by the Maria Mankin.



