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Sunday Morning Meditation 
“Jesus wept: behold how he loved him! … And yet he knew he would 

raise him from the dead.” 

  Charles Spurgeon 

  Holding together grief and hope.
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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ March 22, 2026 

Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am  Grace 11:00am 

5th Sunday in Lent 
 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

* Call to Worship     
Everything seems dead. 

There is no life anywhere. 

Our hopes have perished. 

We see no future. 

Send the power of your spirit upon us. 

Breathe new life into us. 

We wait for your transforming love. 

We hope. We wait. We trust. 
 

* Invocation 
Come, Spirit of God. We wait for your presence. We trust in your 

abiding promises. Breathe the breath of your power into us this 

day, that we may experience the power of new life, the promise of 

forgiveness, and blessing of community. Amen. 
 

*  Opening Hymn             “Thy Word Have I Hid in My Heart”  

Mt Hope VH #165 Greenfield FHP #324 Grace VH #165 
 

Prayer for Yearning 

We cry to you, O God. It is so easy to be overwhelmed with 

all that is going on. It is so hard to see any hope. 

Everywhere we look, we see struggles and loss. We feel we 

have failed. But where we see death, you breathe new life. 

Where we see failure your forgiving love changes 

everything. You alone, O God, have the power to bring 

Welcome 
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forth new life, new hope, and new beginnings.  Be with us 

as we wait for you. Teach us to place our trust in your 

faithful love. Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance   

Jesus promises, ‘I am the resurrection and the life, whoever trusts 

in me will live.’ Let us trust the promises of new life. 
 

Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 37:1-14 NRSV 

The Valley of Dry Bones 

37 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by 

the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it 

was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very 

many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, 

“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you 

know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to 

them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the 

Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you 

shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come 

upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you 

shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 

bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and 

flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there 

was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 

breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 

Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 

these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded 

me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on 

their feet, a vast multitude. 

11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 

are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: 

Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring 

you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back 

to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am 

the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from your 



4 

graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you 

shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
 

*  The Gospel Reading  John 11 various verses NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

The Death of Lazarus 

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 

Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the 

Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 

Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,  “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 

illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that 

the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard 

that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where 

he was. 

Jesus the Resurrection and the Life 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 

the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two 

miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 

to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will 

give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your 

brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will 

rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, 

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 

though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes 

in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, 

“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 

one coming into the world.” 

Jesus Weeps 
32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 

feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews 

who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
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and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to 

him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, 

“See how he loved him!”  

Jesus Raises Lazarus to Life 
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 

and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a 

stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I 

not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So 

they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 

thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I 

have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 

believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and 

feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 

to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 

* Gloria Patri 
 

Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 
 

* Meditation Hymn         “When Jesus Wept”  

Mt Hope Insert Greenfield NCH #192 Grace Insert 

  

Today’s Message 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hades; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 
 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

Spirit of God, you breathe new life into the dead and stuck 

places of our daily living. We are so grateful for the power 

of your transforming love. We bring these gifts, hoping that 

they will breathe new life into barren places of our world. 

We bring our lives, filled with new life, ready to serve all 

your creation. 
 

*  Closing Hymn        “And Can It Be?” Twice 

Mt Hope VH #10 Greenfield CH #347 Grace VH #10 
 

* Benediction 
Where there seems to be no life, God breathes new life. Where 

there is no hope, God comes with new possibilities. Go forth into 

the world, knowing that God is at work in every place. Feel the 

breath of God blowing peace and new life into our kingdom 

building. 

 

* Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
* Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

The Abingdon Worship Annual 2026 – Mary Boyd 

 


