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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ April 18, 2021 

Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am Grace 11:00am 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

* Doxology 

* Offertory Prayer  TH # 551 

God of abundant love, we offer a portion of our time, 

spiritual gifts, and resources as a sign of our love for you 

and the world. O God, we give you our thanks for all that 

we have and ask a special blessing on these offerings.  And 

God, we ask that our collective offering be an expression of 

healing, that brings hope to a hurting world.  In the name 

of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 

*  Call to Worship 
Christ is Risen and greets us with peace. 

The peace of Christ is among us, indeed. 

We are witnesses of God’s glory and steadfast love. 

The transforming love of Christ is among us, indeed! 

Come, let us worship. 
 

*  Opening Hymn           “To God Be the Glory” 

Mt Hope VH #4 Greenfield CH #56 Grace VH #4 
 

Gathering Prayer 
God of love and light, we come as witnesses of your glory and 

faithfulness, amazed to discover your transformative love.  God, 

we desire for you to abide within us, and for your grace to be 

revealed anew daily.  

Be with us and awaken within us the call to love one another, 

in the way it was made real through Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
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First Reading  Acts 3:12-19 NIV 
12 When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why 

does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own 

power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his 

servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned 

him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14 You 

disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer 

be released to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised 

him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the 

name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. 

It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has 

completely healed him, as you can all see. 

17 “Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as 

did your leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had 

foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would 

suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be 

wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord. 

 

Prayer of Confession 
Ever-present God,  

Forgive us when we stand in disbelief,  

and comfort us when our fears outweigh your peace.  

God, forgive us when we become too busy to pray. 

Help us when we fail to see our neighbors in need. 

Abiding God, forgive us when we are overwhelmed  

with bad news and shut down completely.  

In these times, remind us that we are called to be  

your faithful witnesses and  

your humble servants. 

Help us to wake up to the work of love,  

and to your renewing strength each day, we pray. Amen. 
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Words of Assurance 
O God, hear our prayers of repentance and forgiveness,  

and awaken us from doubt, disbelief, and distress  

by transforming us into your resurrection joy!  

God, we desire for your loving spirit 

to be among us, to comfort us in our fears,  

and to renew our faith. Amen. 

 

Epistle Lesson  1 John 3:1-7 NIV 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should 

be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the 

world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear 

friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not 

yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we 

shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this 

hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is 

lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take 

away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him 

keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen 

him or known him. 

7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who 

does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  Luke 24:36b-48 NIV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 
36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood 

among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a 

ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do 

doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I 

myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, 

as you see I have.” 
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40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and 

feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and 

amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to 

eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and 

ate it in their presence. 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with 

you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the 

Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 

Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah 

will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 

name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of 

these things. 

 

*  Gloria Patri 
Children’s Message 

* Meditation Hymn         “My Savior’s Love”  

Mt Hope VH #176 Greenfield CH #348 Grace VH #176 

 

Today’s Message 
 

*  The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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*  The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

*  Closing Hymn “In the Garden”  

Mt Hope VH #228 Greenfield CH #635 Grace VH #228 

 

*  Benediction 
Let us go forth having had laid down our burdens. 

Let us go forth rich in spirit,  

knowing God has a plan for our lives. 

And let us go forth as witnesses to God’s hope  

of justice, peace, grace, and love.  

Believing fully that Christ is among all humanity,  

now and always. 

In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forevermore.  Hallelujah!  Amen! 

 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558       
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle    
*  Postlude 2/Exiting the Church 


