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Juneteenth Meditation
“Juneteenth has never been a celebration of victory or an
acceptance of the way things are. It’s a celebration of progress. It’s
an affirmation that despite the most painful parts of our history,
change is possible—and there is still so much work to do.”
Barack Obama

Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ
Mt Hope 8:30am
Greenfield 9:50am
2nd Sunday after Pentecost Sunday / Juneteenth

June 19, 2022
Grace 11:00am

Community News
Prayer List and Prayers of the People
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles
* Call to Worship

based on Psalm 42

As a deer longs for flowing streams of water, our souls reach out to
seek our God.
Where is our God? In the cleansing of the rain, in the
refreshing of a pool, in the predictability of a faucet.
With glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, our voices lift toward
our God.
Where is our God? In the melody of voices raised in concert,
in the stillness of silence, in the cacophony of spontaneous
praise.
As deep calls to deep, we come to worship the Living God.
Where is our God? In the echoes of our prayers, in the
reverence of bowed heads, in the hope of raised faces. The
Holy One is with us.

* Invocation
Holy Wisdom, we hear you calling us to gather and to hope in your
name. Ignite sacred courage in us to proclaim the good news of
justice from the comfort of the sanctuary to the public witness of
the city gates. Inspire a compelling vision of a gracious, beloved,
and empowered community that propels us to confront inequities,
challenge privilege, and participate in your creative work in our
time. Renew our hope for humanity so that we might rejoice in this
inhabited world and delight in our siblings. Amen.
“Dear Lord and Farther of Mankind”
Mt Hope PH #341
Greenfield CH #639
Grace TH #226

* Opening Hymn
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Prayer of Transformation and New Life
+Holy and Gracious God, fear seeks to be our constant
companion. It stifles us with its overwhelming presence and
prolific imagination. Fear surrounds us and blocks our
vision and your path. Fear keeps us from picking up our
cross as much as it suppresses our joy in you. Fear invites
us to believe the easy lie rather than confronting the hard
truths necessary for your kingdom to come. Too often, we
cast off your perfect love in favor of insidious fear. Forgive
us for choosing fear when we could have you, your
presence, and your way as our companion on our journey.
Empower us to reject fear and all that fall complicit in
dampening your truth.

Assurance of Grace
Romans 5:1b–2a reminds us that “We have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained
access to this grace in which we stand.” That grace promises the
glory of transformation through the acknowledgement of need for
it. New life awaits as “hope does not disappoint us, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us.” (v.5) Receive grace, embrace
transformation, and enter the newness of life in which Christ
fashions our struggles into character and hope.

Epistle

Galatians 3:23-29 NIV

Children of God
the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under
the law, locked up until the faith that was to come would be
revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we
might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are
no longer under a guardian.
23 Before

26 So

in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for
all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves
with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise.
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* The Reading of the Holy Gospel
Gloria Tibi (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.)

Luke 8:26-39 NIV
TH #497

Jesus Restores a Demon-Possessed Man
sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the
lake from Galilee. 27 When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a
demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had
not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the
tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet,
shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus,
Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” 29 For
Jesus had commanded the impure spirit to come out of the man.
Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand
and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had
been driven by the demon into solitary places.
26 They

30 Jesus

asked him, “What is your name?”

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into
him. 31 And they begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go
into the Abyss.
32 A

large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The
demons begged Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave
them permission. 33 When the demons came out of the man, they
went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into
the lake and was drowned.
34 When

those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran
off and reported this in the town and countryside, 35 and the people
went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they
found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at
Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were
afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told the people how the demonpossessed man had been cured. 37 Then all the people of the region
of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were
overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.
38 The

man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with
him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return home and tell how
much God has done for you.” So the man went away and told all
over town how much Jesus had done for him.
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* Gloria Patri
Children’s Message
Recognition of Graduates (Grace)
Emily Walter – PSU
“In Christ There Is No East or West”
Mt Hope PH #414
Greenfield CH #428
Grace TH #406

* Meditation Hymn
Today’s Message

Father’s Day Poem

by Mary Fairchild

With these three words,
"Dear Heavenly Father,"
I begin my every prayer,
But the man I see
While on bended knee
Is always my earthly dad.
He is the image
Of the Father divine
Reflecting the nature of God,
For his love and care
And the faith he shared
Pointed me to my Father above.

* The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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* The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

* Sung Response

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”

TH # 501

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Statement
Offertory (MH)
* Doxology
TH # 551
* Offertory Prayer
We give you thanks, God Our Helper, for the abundance of
the gifts you have planted in us as seeds that we may share
in bloom. May these offerings be received and magnified
for your glory. Amen.

* Closing Hymn
Mt Hope VH #77

“Amazing Grace”
Greenfield CH #343

Grace VH #77

* Benediction
May peace be with you as you confront lies with truth and fear
with hope. May the Abiding One strengthen you to stand in truth
and hope. May the Living Water refresh you with new streams of
righteousness. May Wisdom be the voice you follow now as you
go out into the world, encouraged and embolden, and renewed.
Amen.

* Three-Fold Amen
* Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle

TH # 558
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