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Sunday Meditation 

You don’t have to be any more talented, any richer, any slimmer, 

any smarter, any more or less of anything to partner with God.  All 

you have to be is willing to be used by Him in everyday ways. 

  Bill Hybels 

                                                   Just Walk Across the Room (2006) 
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Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am Grace 11:00am 

5th Sunday after Pentecost | Proper 8  

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

*  Call to Worship   

Sing Praises to God, all you faithful ones  

God hears us in our fear and our sorrow 

Where there was no way 

God leads us in a new way 

Where there was no mercy 

God surprises us with fresh mercy 

Where there was weeping  

God invites us to step into a new dance.  

 

*  Opening Hymn          “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

Mt Hope VH #12 Greenfield CH #11 Grace VH #12 

 

Gathering Prayer   
O Faithful God, You yearn to be so close to us that we can 

know you in every breath, in every hope, in every 

relationship. You long for us to trust in your power to 

bring to life new possibilities where there has been no hope.  

Meet us here today and teach us to recognize the  ways of 

life and hope into which you are leading us.  So may our 

desires become your desires, our work become your work, 

and our community the place where you are sought and 

found.  In Jesus’ name we pray,  Amen. 

 

 
 
 
Call to Confession 
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God calls us in our lives to take a risk, to be like the woman in the 

gospel who reaches out to Jesus for healing for herself; or the 

father who risks the scorn of others to bring Jesus to his dying 

daughter.  Let us ponder for a moment the places of our lives 

where we may resist turning to God for healing and change.  

<Silent Reflection> 
 

Litany of Confession 
When we resist your call to open our hearts to allow the freshness 

of your grace to enter:   

God have mercy. 

When we close our eyes to your new and unexpected possibilities 

of healing and reconciliation.   

Christ have mercy.   

When we let fear overwhelm us, and cling to the security of what 

we know instead of risking new steps toward your freedom and 

justice:   

God have mercy. 
 

Words of Assurance 
God’s mercies are fresh every morning.  In Christ, God offers 

forgiving grace and welcome into a community of trust, 

abundance, and hope.  Let us give thanks for the mercy of God, 

and pass the peace of Christ in community among us. 

 

First Reading  Lamentations 3:22-33 NIV 

22 Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, 

    for his compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. 
24 I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; 

    therefore I will wait for him.” 
25 The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, 

    to the one who seeks him; 
26 it is good to wait quietly 

    for the salvation of the LORD. 
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27 It is good for a man to bear the yoke 

    while he is young. 
28 Let him sit alone in silence, 

    for the LORD has laid it on him. 
29 Let him bury his face in the dust— 

    there may yet be hope. 
30 Let him offer his cheek to one who would strike him, 

    and let him be filled with disgrace. 
31 For no one is cast off 

    by the Lord forever. 
32 Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, 

    so great is his unfailing love. 
33 For he does not willingly bring affliction 

    or grief to anyone. 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  Mark 5:21-43 NIV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman 
21 When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of 

the lake, a large crowd gathered around him while he was by the 

lake. 22 Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, 

and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. 23 He pleaded earnestly 

with him, “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your 

hands on her so that she will be healed and live.” 24 So Jesus went 

with him. 

A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25 And a woman 

was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. 26 She 

had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had 

spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew 

worse. 27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in 

the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 because she thought, “If I just 

touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 29 Immediately her bleeding 

stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her 

suffering. 

30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He 

turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?” 



5 

31 “You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples 

answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me?’ ” 

32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 33 Then 

the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at 

his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 34 He 

said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and 

be freed from your suffering.” 

35 While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the 

house of Jairus, the synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” 

they said. “Why bother the teacher anymore?” 

36 Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; 

just believe.” 

37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John 

the brother of James. 38 When they came to the home of the 

synagogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and 

wailing loudly. 39 He went in and said to them, “Why all this 

commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” 40 But 

they laughed at him. 

After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and 

the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child 

was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha 

koum!” (which means “Little girl, I say to you, get 

up!”). 42 Immediately the girl stood up and began to walk around 

(she was twelve years old). At this they were completely 

astonished. 43 He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about 

this, and told them to give her something to eat. 

 

*  Gloria Patri 
 

Children’s Message 
 

* Meditation Hymn        “Jesus, Thou Divine Companion”  

Mt Hope PH #409 Greenfield Insert Grace TH #392 

 

Today’s Message 
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*  The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

*  The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer   

Generous God, take our gifts this day and use them so that 

we may be part of your great work in this world.  Through 

our giving, bring a brighter day of justice and love, not just 

in our community but in the world beyond these walls.  

Strengthen our church and the whole United Church of 

Christ so that we grow together each day into a powerful 

voice for healing and peace.  Amen. 
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*  Closing Hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

Mt Hope VH #28 Greenfield CH #139 Grace VH #28 

 

*  Benediction 
Deep in our hearts, we know that we are children of God.   

Remember who you are, then, and walk in the assurance of God’s 

presence and love with you always, calling you beyond fear into 

belief and joy.  And may the grace and peace of God the Creator, 

the Redeemer, and the Sustainer come upon you this day and 

remain with you.  

 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558       
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


