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Pentecost Poem 
Unless the eye catch fire, God will not be seen. 

Unless the ear catch fire, God will not be heard. 

Unless the tongue catch fire, God will not be named. 

Unless the Heart catch fire, God will not be loved. 

Unless the mind catch fire, God will not be known. 

  William Blake 
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Joint Service  Grace 11:00am 

Pentecost Sunday 

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

*  Call to Worship   

Divine Teacher, whirl around us with your wisdom, 

Divine Comforter, encircle us with the peace that comes only 

from you. 

As the Holy Winds fill our lives with dreams, empower us to live 

God’s hope in this world. 

As the Holy Fire fills our hearts with visions, empower us to 

create a world of justice and peace. 

May the Divine Gales of this day move us to know the love of 

God. 

 

*  Invocation 
Holy Winds of Mystery,   

As the dawn breaks forth, your Spirit exhales your intentions for 

our world.  As new chapters and eras arise in our lives, your Spirit 

invites us to wisdom that only comes from you.  Open our souls to 

the wonders of your being.  Settle our hearts when questions 

surround us.  Fill our minds with the knowledge that your Spirit 

will lead us forward.  Amen. 

 

*  Opening Hymn        “The Comforter Has Come” VH #148 

 

Prayer of Reflection and Growth   

Loving God, Divine Comforter, 

Peace is absent from our hearts.  From pain to grief, and 

from turmoil to frustrations, we yearn for what we lack.  

We ache for the pains and injustices of this world to cease.  

What we forget is to pause and voice our concerns to you.  

How can we better integrate your presence in our lives? 
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When have we forgotten to include you in our joys and 

heartaches?  Move us to seek you and speak the burdens of 

our hearts to you.  May your Spirit refill our souls with 

peace.  Amen. 

 

Assurance of Grace   

The Spirit of God delivers grace and peace as we move through 

our journeys and inspires us to connect with God and neighbor to 

create a world of hope and joy.  Amen! 

 

First Reading  Acts 2:1-21 NIV 
The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 

place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came 

from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 

sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated 

and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the 

Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 

enabled them. 

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from 

every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd 

came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own 

language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all 

these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us 

hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and 

Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 

the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews 

and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them 

declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and 

perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too 

much wine.” 

Peter Addresses the Crowd 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in 

Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I 
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say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in 

the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

17 “‘In the last days, God says, 

    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

    your young men will see visions, 

    your old men will dream dreams. 
18 Even on my servants, both men and women, 

    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

    and they will prophesy. 
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
20 The sun will be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood 

    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
21 And everyone who calls 

    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  John 14:8-17, 25-27 NIV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for 

us.” 

9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have 

been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has 

seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t 

you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in 

me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own 

authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his 

work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works 

themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do 

the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things 

than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do 

whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified 

in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will 

do it. 
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Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be 

with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 

him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 

him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 

25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the 

Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 

name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I 

have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I 

do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not be afraid. 

 

*  Gloria Patri 
Children’s Message 

* Meditation Hymn         “Blessed Quietness” VH #152 

 

Today’s Message 
 

*  The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

*  The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 
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in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

Holy Winds of Excitement, 

May the gifts we share today and throughout this week 

nudge us to dream your dreams.  May our giving inspire us 

to embrace your visions for our world.  Holy Spirit, enliven 

our souls to create your realm of justice and peace on earth.  

Amen. 

 

*  Closing Hymn “Open My Eyes, That I May See” VH #156 

 

*  Benediction    
In each gust of wind, may we reach out to the God of inspiration. 

In each flicker of flame, may we follow the Christ of light. 

For the Spirit of God surrounds us, filling our hearts with dreams, 

our minds with visions, and our souls with the energy to create the 

realm of God on earth.  Amen. 

 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558       
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 
Service Prayers for Pentecost Sunday C was written by the Rev. Michelle L. 

Torigian, Senior Pastor of St. Paul United Church of Christ, Belleville, Illinois. 


