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Sunday Morning Meditation
"Be kind to people. The world needs kindness so much. You
never know what sort of battles other people are fighting. Often
just a soft word or a warm compliment can be immensely
supportive.”
Ann Landers
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Community News
Prayer List and Prayers of the People
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles
* Call to Worship
God of salvation, we lift our souls to you.
The paths of the Holy One are steadfast love and faithfulness.
In trust, we wait on you to speak, to reveal, to send.
The paths of the Holy One are steadfast love and faithfulness.
Lead us in your truth with mercy and righteousness.
The paths of the Holy One are steadfast love and faithfulness.

* Invocation
Divine Builder, you set our standards and foundation. Make your
presence known to us as we gather before you. Let this community
reflect your body and your vision. Fortify us with all truth and
strengthen us with your abundant love. Enliven our senses and stir
our being as we worship you as the people you have crafted to
build alongside you. Amen.

* Opening Hymn

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

CH #688

Prayer of Transformation and New Life
Everlasting God, you build up and tear down. We confess
that we have erected idols that need to be demolished in our
time. We embrace complacency and comfort over following
your vision of beloved community and liberation. We
measure ourselves not against your precepts but by the
standards of this world. We close our ears to voices we do
not want to hear and our eyes to sights too painful to see.
Tear down the fear of discomfort within us and rebuild us
with the pillars of holy love, compassionate care, and
Spirit-led action. In your mercy, make us new. Amen.
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Assurance of Grace
The Righteous One remains near to you and delights in prospering
the fruit of your bodies, your soul, and your acts. The way of God
is not too hard for you, nor is it too far away.

First Reading

Deuteronomy 30:9-14 NIV

9 Then

the LORD your God will make you most prosperous in all
the work of your hands and in the fruit of your womb, the young of
your livestock and the crops of your land. The LORD will again
delight in you and make you prosperous, just as he delighted in
your ancestors, 10 if you obey the LORD your God and keep his
commands and decrees that are written in this Book of the Law and
turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul.
11 Now

what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for
you or beyond your reach. 12 It is not up in heaven, so that you
have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it
to us so we may obey it?” 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you
have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us
so we may obey it?” 14 No, the word is very near you; it is in your
mouth and in your heart so you may obey it.

Epistle

Colossians 1:3-14 NIV

Thanksgiving and Prayer
always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when
we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ
Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people— 5 the faith
and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and
about which you have already heard in the true message of the
gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is
bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it
has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly
understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear
fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on
our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.
3 We
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9 For

this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not
stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with
the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and
understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life
worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that
you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful
thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has
rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.

* The Reading of the Holy Gospel
Gloria Tibi (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.)

Luke 10:25-37 NIV
TH #497

The Parable of the Good Samaritan
one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.
“Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
25 On

26 “What

is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

27 He

answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your
mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
28 “You

have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you
will live.”
he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is
my neighbor?”
29 But

reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the
man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But
a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he
saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own
30 In
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donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next
day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look
after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any
extra expense you may have.’
36 “Which

of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man
who fell into the hands of robbers?”
37 The

expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

* Gloria Patri
Children’s Message
* Meditation Hymn

“Like a River Glorious”

CH #737

Today’s Message
Rededication of Christ Painting
By George Nelson Gunnett 1951

* The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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* The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

* Sung Response

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”

TH # 501

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Statement
Offertory (MH)
* Doxology
TH # 551
* Offertory Prayer
Architect of our faith, use these humble offerings to construct
your plan of peace, hope, and love for life abundantly.
Amen.

* Closing Hymn

“They’ll Know We Are Christians”

CH #429

* Benediction
Be filled with all spiritual wisdom and understanding. Bear fruit in
every good work as you grow in the knowledge of God. Be strong
in God’s love and give thanks to the One who has given you a
share in the kingdom, the power, and the glory. Amen.

* Three-Fold Amen
* Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle

TH # 558
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