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Sunday Morning Meditation
"In those times I can't seem to find God, I rest in the assurance that
He knows how to find me."
- Neva Coyle
Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ
July 17, 2022

Mt Hope 8:30am
Greenfield 9:50am
th
6 Sunday after Pentecost/”Summer Fruit”

Grace 11:00am

Community News
Prayer List and Prayers of the People
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles
* Call to Worship
Let us gather in spirit and truth to worship the Holy One!
We come as green olive trees, fragrant with life and vibrancy.
Let us praise the God who reveals, questions, and listens.
We come as green olive trees, ripe with possibilities.
Let us give thanks for God’s abiding and faithful love.
We come as green olive trees, proclaiming the goodness of
God and creation.

* Invocation
Divine Gardener, we need your care and nurture. Fertilize our soil
and our souls. Plant seeds of wisdom, inspiration, and discernment.
Prune us today for more abundance tomorrow. Refresh us with
living water. Revive us again. Amen.

* Opening Hymn
Mt Hope VH #276

“He Leadeth Me”
Greenfield CH #690

Grace VH #276

Prayer of Transformation and New Life
Creator, we seek the transformative power of your grace that
chastens, convicts, and challenges us to change. Make us
new in the pruning of bitterness and resentment, jealousy
and comparison, apathy, and indifference. Liberally water
us in grace that we would bear fruit. Amen.

Assurance of Grace
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Pruning makes way for flourishing. Transformation and new life
wait for us on the other side of the process of growth. Through it
all, God is with us.

First Reading

Genesis 18:1-10a NIV

The Three Visitors
The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of
Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of
the day. 2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby.
When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet
them and bowed low to the ground.
3 He

said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass
your servant by. 4 Let a little water be brought, and then you may
all wash your feet and rest under this tree. 5 Let me get you
something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your
way—now that you have come to your servant.”
“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.”
6 So

Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get
three seahs of the finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.”
7 Then

he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and
gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8 He then brought
some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set
these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree.
9 “Where

is your wife Sarah?” they asked him.

“There, in the tent,” he said.
10 Then

one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this
time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.”
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was
behind him.

Epistle

Colossians 1:15-28 NIV
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The Supremacy of the Son of God
Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers
or authorities; all things have been created through him and for
him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in
everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
15 The

21 Once

you were alienated from God and were enemies in your
minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has
reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from
accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm,
and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the
gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every
creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a
servant.
Paul’s Labor for the Church
I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my
flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the
sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have become its
servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word
of God in its fullness— 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for
ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s
people. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the
Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in
you, the hope of glory.
24 Now

28 He

is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in
Christ.

* The Reading of the Holy Gospel

Luke 10:38-42 NIV
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Gloria Tibi (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.)

TH #497

At the Home of Martha and Mary
Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a
village where a woman named Martha opened her home to
him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s
feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all
the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked,
“Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by
myself? Tell her to help me!”
38 As

41 “Martha,

Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and
upset about many things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed
only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken
away from her.”

* Gloria Patri
Children’s Message
* Meditation Hymn

“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee”
Mt Hope VH #459
Greenfield CH #89
Grace VH #459

Today’s Message
* The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.

* The Lord’s Prayer
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

* Sung Response

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”

TH # 501

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Statement
Offertory (MH)
* Doxology
TH # 551
* Offertory Prayer
Alpha and Omega, may these gifts meet the needs before us,
the community around us, and the call within us. Amen.

* Closing Hymn
Mt Hope VH #137

“He Lives”
Greenfield CH #368

Grace VH #137

* Benediction
As you go, make known the wonders of God, share the hope of
God, and spread the love of God. The grace of God will sustain
and guide you. The glory of God will propel you. Amen.

* Three-Fold Amen
* Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle

TH # 558
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