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Sunday Morning Meditation 
Jesus spoke to the crowds, telling them to examine their priorities.  

"Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also," he said.  As 

we worship this morning, let us honestly examine our priorities! 
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Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am Grace 11:00am 

8th Sunday after Pentecost / ‘Cords of Love’ 

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

*  Call to Worship   

Our Loving God gathers us from the east and the west, from the 

north and from the south. 

The Holy One is in our midst. Let us say so! 

We cried out to our God in the time of trouble and He eased our 

distress. 

The Holy One is in our midst. God leads us on right paths. 

Our Provider satisfies our thirst and meets our needs. 

The Holy One is in our midst. Consider God’s steadfast love! 

 

*  Invocation 
Holy Love, we worship you as your people. You tether us to you in 

righteousness and covenant. Reveal your face to us. Let us see you 

in our midst, in our neighbors, and in ourselves. Clothe us in love 

and compassion, and continually fashion us as your people for you 

are our God. Amen. 

 

*  Opening Hymn        “Be Thou My Vision”  

Mt Hope PH #391 Greenfield CH #562 Grace Insert 

 

Prayer for Transformation and New Life  

Gracious One, you have knit us together wonderfully. You 

have promised your abiding presence in our lives and have 

guided us with love. We turn away from you and toward 

the path to destruction and discord. We judge our neighbor 

rather than love them and we fail to even honor ourselves 

as your beloved creation.  Amen. 

 

Assurance of Grace   
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The God of mercy bends toward His children with love and hope. 

The Holy One leads us when we wander onto divergent paths and 

nourishes our hunger for the newness of life. In God, grace 

abounds freely, abundantly, and extravagantly.  

 

Psalm Reading  Psalm 49:1-12 NIV 
1 Hear this, all you peoples; 

    listen, all who live in this world, 
2 both low and high, 

    rich and poor alike: 
3 My mouth will speak words of wisdom; 

    the meditation of my heart will give you understanding. 
4 I will turn my ear to a proverb; 

    with the harp I will expound my riddle: 
5 Why should I fear when evil days come, 

    when wicked deceivers surround me— 
6 those who trust in their wealth 

    and boast of their great riches? 
7 No one can redeem the life of another 

    or give to God a ransom for them— 
8 the ransom for a life is costly, 

    no payment is ever enough— 
9 so that they should live on forever 

    and not see decay. 
10 For all can see that the wise die, 

    that the foolish and the senseless also perish, 

    leaving their wealth to others. 
11 Their tombs will remain their houses forever, 

    their dwellings for endless generations, 

    though they had named lands after themselves. 
12 People, despite their wealth, do not endure; 

    they are like the beasts that perish. 

 

 
 
 
Epistle  Colossians 3:1-11 NIV 
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Living as Those Made Alive in Christ 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 

things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set 

your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you 

died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 

Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with 

him in glory. 

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 

nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and 

greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is 

coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once 

lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as 

these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your 

lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old 

self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is 

being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here 

there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is 

all, and is in all. 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  Luke 12:13-21 NIV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

The Parable of the Rich Fool 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to 

divide the inheritance with me.” 

14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter 

between you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your 

guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an 

abundance of possessions.” 

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man 

yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I 

do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 

 

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns 

and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus 
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grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up 

for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will 

be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared 

for yourself?’ 

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for 

themselves but is not rich toward God.” 

 

*  Gloria Patri 
 

Children’s Message 
 

* Meditation Hymn         “Day by Day”  

Mt Hope VH #266 Greenfield CH #718 Grace VH #266 

 

Today’s Message 
 

*  The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

 
 
*  The Lord’s Prayer 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 
 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

Loving God, may we demonstrate our love through these 

gifts. Bless them and magnify them so that all creation will 

benefit from your abundance and gift of life and love.  

Amen. 
 

*  Closing Hymn          “Take My Life, and Let It Be”  

Mt Hope VH #314 Greenfield CH #597 Grace VH #314 
 

*  Benediction    
As we have been led by cords of human kindness, let us live 

connected to all creation. As we have been freed, may we pursue 

liberty for all. As we have known God’s gracious love, may we 

embody God’s abundant love.  Amen. 
 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558       
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 
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