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Sunday Meditation 
Are you willing to stand tall for Christ today? 

Are you willing to set an example for those around you? 
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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ October 26, 2025 

Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am  Grace 11:00am 

20th Sunday after Pentecost / Humbled or Exalted 

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

* Call to Worship   Inspired by Psalm 65  
God moves with us throughout this earth and nurtures the soil, 

Our neighbors are awed by God’s works. 

God’s river flows with water, and the fields are blessed by the Spirit, 

Our neighbors are awed by God’s gifts. 

God’s wilderness fields overflow with joy. 

Our neighbors are awed by God’s grace. 
 

* Invocation 
God of Love, Divine Friend, Our hearts are open to you.  If a thought 

crosses our minds, you are present and are ready to hold it for us.  There 

is no emotion radiating from our souls that is too heavy or painful for 

you. Your Spirit encourages our dreams as we seek to find ways to build 

your Realm here on earth.  May we work side-by-side, co-creating a 

world of possibilities where all experience your love and joy.  Amen. 
 

*  Opening Hymn          “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Mt Hope PH #461 Greenfield CH #797 Grace TH #434 
 

Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
God of the Mountains and Canyons, the range of emotions that wash 

through us are often triggers for the ways we hold ourselves.  At 

times, we seek humility, but often find ourselves believing we do not 

deserve your love.  Other times, as we search for confidence, we 

believe we are your favorites and find ourselves in moments of 

comparison, contrast, and judgment.  Are we better than our 

neighbors?  How can we relate to siblings in Christ when their lives 

are not like ours and they stand out when visiting our spaces?  We 

are misguided as we give thanks that our lives are not as chaotic and 

unkempt as theirs.  Yet you ask us to seek humility and know that 

each of your children are loved equally.  Help us to extend mercy to 

our neighbors, and fill their minds with words of encouragement.  

May each of us know our value in your Realm and experience your 

love in its fullness.  Amen. 
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Words of Grace   

God fully shares mercy and grace no matter where we sit in our churches 

or what our power is in this world.  May we know your radical love 

when we rarely experience it.  May your light and kindness seep from 

our souls so that our neighbors will understand your grace even when the 

harsh winds surround them. No matter how chaotic or serene our lives 

may be, may we all know your steadfast love.  Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading  Joel 2:23-32 NRSV 
23 O children of Zion, be glad, 

    and rejoice in the Lord your God, 

for he has given the early rain for your vindication; 

    he has poured down for you abundant rain, 

    the early and the later rain, as before. 
24 The threshing floors shall be full of grain; 

    the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 

25 I will repay you for the years 

    that the swarming locust has eaten, 

the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 

    my great army that I sent against you. 

26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied 

    and praise the name of the Lord your God, 

    who has dealt wondrously with you. 

And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
27 You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel 

    and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. 

And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

28 Then afterward 

    I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

    your old men shall dream dreams, 

    and your young men shall see visions. 
29 Even on the male and female slaves, 

    in those days I will pour out my spirit. 

30 I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and 

columns of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon 

to blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. 32 Then 

everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved, for in Mount 

Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has 

said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls. 
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Psalm Reading  Psalm 65 NRSV 

Thanksgiving for Earth’s Bounty 
1 Praise is due to you, 

    O God, in Zion, 

and to you shall vows be performed, 
2     O you who answer prayer! 

To you all flesh shall come. 
3 When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, 

    you forgive our transgressions. 
4 Happy are those whom you choose and bring near 

    to live in your courts. 

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, 

    your holy temple. 

5 By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, 

    O God of our salvation; 

you are the hope of all the ends of the earth 

    and of the farthest seas. 
6 By your strength you established the mountains; 

    you are girded with might. 
7 You silence the roaring of the seas, 

    the roaring of their waves, 

    the tumult of the peoples. 
8 Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs; 

you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 

9 You visit the earth and water it; 

    you greatly enrich it; 

the river of God is full of water; 

    you provide the people with grain, 

    for so you have prepared it. 
10 You water its furrows abundantly, 

    settling its ridges, 

softening it with showers, 

    and blessing its growth. 
11 You crown the year with your bounty; 

    your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 
12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow; 

    the hills gird themselves with joy; 
13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks; 

    the valleys deck themselves with grain; 

    they shout and sing together for joy. 
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*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  Luke 18:9-14 NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 
The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 

were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up 

to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The 

Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I 

am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax 

collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 But 

the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to 

heaven but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than 

the other, for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who 

humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 

* Gloria Patri 
 

Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 
 

* Meditation Hymn         “Lead Me, Lord” x2 

Mt Hope PH #524 Greenfield Insert x1 Grace Insert 
 

Today’s Message 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hades; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy 

kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as 

we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 
 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

Holy God, Source of Goodness and Grace, we thank you today for 

all you have given to us.  When we bear more power and 

privilege, we are called to share more of our talents, time, and 

treasures.  In our efforts to seek humility and balance, may we 

soberly evaluate our gifts and understand the healthiest ways to 

apportion them to strengthen your Realm and love your 

children.  Amen. 
 

*  Closing Hymn        “Just As I Am”  

Mt Hope VH #422 Greenfield CH #488 Grace VH #422 
 

* Benediction 
God of love moves us to seek holy balance in our lives. 

The Christ of faith moves us to share our gifts to create God’s Realm on 

earth. 

The Spirit of Joy moves us to dream in new ways and co-create with the 

Divine. 

Whether we are on mountaintops or in canyons, may we envision 

meeting your children on the plains with Jesus the Christ at the center 

and the Spirit emboldening us in our journeys.  Amen 
 

* Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
* Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

Humbled or Exalted: Service Prayers for the Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost was written by Rev. Michelle L. 

Torigian , an ordained UCC minister in Belleville, Illinois. 

 


