‘If you have faith
as small
as a mustard seed,
you can say
to this mulberry tree,

Be uprooted and planted
in the sea,’
and it will obey you.
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Sunday Medtation
To gather with God's people in united adoration of the Father is as

necessary to the Christian life as prayer.
— Martin Luther
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Commum‘@ News
Prayer List
Pre/ua{e/ﬁ‘jﬁﬁrg of the Candles

*Call to Worsﬁip Written @ Rev. Taisaku Obata

In a world that remains divided and in conflict, God is inviting us
to make us one.

Today we gather to worship, in answer to God's will.
What do we find at worship?

God's love, which endures all things and connects all things.
What is not in worship this day?

The many powers of the world, which seek to stand over

others.

Let us repent, and give thanks to God's power to bring salvation to
all who believe.

Thank be to God! Make us witnesses of Your love.
Let us worship together the true God, who makes us one.

" Ynvocation (in unison)

God of grace, mercy and peace, through the trials and
tribulations of life, many burdens fill our souls with
strife. As we worship, instill in us sincere faith and grant
us a spirit of power, love, and self-discipline, that we may
worship with humility and steadfast trust and respond to
your holy calling, according to your will. Amen.

: Upem'ry ?fymn “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”  CH #128

Prayer for Transformation and New Life

Gracious and loving God, open our hearts so that we are able
to admit to you the fullness of our lives - that which is
beautiful and good, and that which is hurtful and hateful.
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We confess that we do not follow Jesus in all that we do. We
love with condition. We judge with condemn. We cast the first
stone, and keep the logs in our own eyes. We do not turn to
You as the source of our healing. Forgive us, we pray. Forgive
our sin, and empower us to be imitators of Christ in love and
service. Amen.

Words of Grace

Friends in Christ, know this: the mercy of God is from everlasting
to everlasting, and I remind you of this surpassing grace, we are
forgiven. Alleluia! Amen.

Palm Reading Psalm 37:1-9 NRSV
I'Do not fret because of the wicked; do not be envious of
wrongdoers,

2 for they will soon fade like the grass and wither like the
green herb.

3 Trust in the Lord and do good; live in the land and enjoy security.
4 Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of
your heart.
S Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.
% He will make your vindication shine like the light and the
justice of your cause like the noonday.
7 Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him; do not fret
over those who prosper in their way, over those who carry out evil
devices.
8 Refrain from anger and forsake wrath. Do not fret—it leads
only to evil.
? For the wicked shall be cut off,
but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land.

Epistle Reading 2 Timothy 1:1-14 NRSV
Salutation
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake
of the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,
2To Timothy, my beloved child:



Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Thanksgiving and Encouragement
31 am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience,
as my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my
prayers night and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you so
that I may be filled with joy. 3T am reminded of your sincere faith,
a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother
Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. ® For this reason I remind
you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the
laying on of my hands, 7 for God did not give us a spirit of
cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-
discipline.
8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of
me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the
power of God, ® who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works but according to his own purpose and
grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the
ages began, " but it has now been revealed through the appearing
of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished death and brought life
and immortality to light through the gospel. ! For this gospel I was
appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, !> and for this
reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in
whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard
until that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. '3 Hold to the
standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. ' Guard the good deposit
entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

* The Reading of the Holy Gospel Luke 17:5-10 NRSV
Gloria Tibi (Glory be to Thes, O Lord ) TH #497

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” ¢ The Lord
replied, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say
to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it
would obey you.



7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in
from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and
take your place at the table’? 8 Would you not rather say to him,
‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while I eat
and drink; later you may eat and drink’? ® Do you thank the slave
for doing what was commanded? '° So you also, when you have
done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘“We are worthless
slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!” ”

* Gloria Patri

* Meditation ?@mn “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine” NCH #63

Toaéayﬂv Memge
The ?l/]o_s'f/e s Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of the %apé
The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

) Sunj %J'pom'e “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501

The Giuinj of Our Tithes and Oﬁ(m'njy
Offertory Statement
As we bring our offerings before God, Let us ask for his
guidance in fine-tuning our faith, for help to trust Him more
deeply, to step out in faith, and to follow where He leads. May
our giving today be an expression of our growing faith in
God. Let us honor him with our heartfelt gifts.
* Doxology TH # 551
* Offertory Prayer
Most loving God — as you have given yourself to us in Christ
Jesus, now let us give ourselves to you. We give you our
bodies that they may be vessels for your Spirit; we give you
our souls that they may be made pure by your grace; we
give you our hearts that we may always love you and we
give you our minds that they may always be full of your
wisdom. Receive all that we offer and use it for your honor
and glory. Amen.

¥ C/a.s‘i}:lg %mn “I Know Whom I Have Believed” CH #527
* Benediction
Beloved children of God,

Trust in the faith that abides within you.

Know that the Spirit will nurture that faith,

Believe that the Christ will inspire that faith

And know that our Holy Parent will encourage your faith in each
stage in life

Today and always.

Amen.

* Three-Told Amen TH # 558
* Postlude/ E\'ﬁiym‘sﬁi@ of the Candle



