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Joint Service Mt Hope 10:00am
4™ Sunday after the Epiphany / Through the Mist

Community News
Prayer List and Prayers of the %ap/e
Pmﬁmé/ﬂijﬁﬁrg of the Candles

* Callto Worsﬁip

In the Holy One, we take refuge; let us never be put to shame. Our
praise is continually of you.
In your righteousness deliver us and hear our cries for justice
and peace.
In the Holy One, we draw strength; let us never be put to shame.
Our praise is continually of you.
Be a rock of refuge for the vulnerable, a strong fortress to
save creation, for you are our rock and fortress.
In the Holy One, we receive courage; let us never be put to shame.
Our praise is continually of you.
Rescue us, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the
grasp of the unjust and cruel, for you, Holy One, are our
hope and trust.

" Invocation

Emmanuel, we welcome you in our midst. You amaze and inspire,
challenge and convict, comfort and fortify. May we be open and
receptive to your voice and presence among us. Let your words
encourage us to be prophetic, passionate, and public in our
ministry as we praise and honor your name. Amen.

Children's Me:mje / Conjrgaﬁan Conversation

* Upem'ry Children's ?fymn “Jesus Loves the Little Children” Insert



Prayer of Confession

God Who Knows Us, we pray that you form and shape us
anew. Remind us of who we are and draw us back to you.
Transform us in love, correct us with compassion, and lead
us with clarity into the paths of righteousness, truth, and
peace. Forgive us for the ways that we reject your presence,
your guidance, and your will. Redeem and restore us as
your beloved creation and active citizens of your kingdom.
In Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Words of Grace

Beloved, love never ends. You reflect the goodness, creative work, and
imagination of God. The Holy One knows you well and calls you good.
Receive the grace of God to live a life that ever transforms and renews

through the power of God’s abiding, constant, and tangible love.

O/a/Te.vfamenchMﬁ;y Jeremiah 1:4-10 NRSV

Jeremiah’s Call and Commission
* Now the word of the Lord came to me saying,

> «“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born | consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak,
for I am only a boy.” " But the Lord said to me,

“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy,’
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever | command you.
8 Do not be afraid of them,
for 1 am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.”

9Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth, and
the Lord said to me,

“Now I have put my words in your mouth.
10 See, today | appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.”



Epfsfé Rmé‘nj 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 NRSV

The Gift of Love
13 If I speak in the tongues of humans and of angels but do not
have love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if | have
prophetic powers and understand all mysteries and all knowledge
and if | have all faith so as to remove mountains but do not have
love, I am nothing. 2 If | give away all my possessions and if | hand
over my body so that | may boast but do not have love, | gain
nothing.

“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or
arrogant ®or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable; it keeps no record of wrongs; 8 it does not rejoice in
wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end;
as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an
end. ° For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in

part, 1°but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an
end. X When | was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a
child, I reasoned like a child. When | became an adult, I put an end
to childish ways. 12 For now we see only a reflection, as in a
mirror, but then we will see face to face. Now | know only in part;
then I will know fully, even as | have been fully known. 13 And
now faith, hope, and love remain, these three, and the greatest of
these is love.

" The Reading of the Holy Gospel Luke 4:21-30 NRSV
Gloria Tibi ( G/oy be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497

21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.” 2? All spoke well of him and were
amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They
said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” 2% He said to them, “Doubtless you
will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!” And you
will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we have
heard you did at Capernaum.”” ?* And he said, “Truly I tell you, no
prophet is accepted in his hometown. 2° But the truth is, there were
many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was
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shut up three years and six months and there was a severe famine
over all the land, ?® yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a
widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 2’ There were also many with a skin
disease in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them
was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 22 When they heard this,
all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 2° They got up, drove
him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which
their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 3° But
he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

* Gloria Patri

* Meditation Wymn “Q Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” VH #181

Toﬁ&y} Mm‘@e

The ﬂ/)osfé'r Creed

believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

) Sunj %J'pom'e “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501

The Giw‘rg of Our Tithes and Uﬂ[mhj_v

Offertory Statement

Offertory (MH)
* Doxology TH # 551
* Offertory Prayer
Giver of Good Gifts, may the gifts we give reflect your
abundance and generosity. Use our time, talent, and treasure
to serve our faith community and the world. May each offering
be a seed that will grow, spread, and perfume the atmosphere
with faith, hope, and love. Amen.

' C&m‘ry ?@mn “My Song Is Love Unknown” PH #169

* Benediction

Beloved, be amazed and amazing in the world.

Be amazed that God goes with you.

Be amazed that the Holy One is Rock, Safety, and Trust.

Be amazed that you reflect the image of God.

Be amazing in your love of neighbor,

Be amazing in your hope for the world,

and be amazing in your faith in the presence of the Holy One at
work in you, through you, and with you.

* Three-Fold Amen TH # 558
) Pa:fﬁla/e/ﬁvﬁ@ukﬁi@ of the Candle

Through the Midst: Service Prayers for the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany was written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A.
Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ.



