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Lent Meditation

God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of
seeking His mercy.
Pope Francis
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4™ Sunday in Lent / Squandered

Community News
Prayer List and Prayers of the Peop[e
Pmﬁmé/ﬂijﬁﬁrg of the Candles

*Call to Worsﬁip

Have you come far to be here today?
You enlarge our gathering: welcome!
Have you come from around the corner?
You anchor our gathering: welcome!
Do you seek sanctuary? Do you seek inspiration?
May this worship meet you.
Do you come with purpose? Do you come with questions?
We welcome you as you are!
All: Let us worship God together!

* Imvocation

Holy One, we come into your presence and the presence of this
fellowship. We are seeking a little light, some hope, and healing.
Open us to know you, to receive you and to find your transforming
love. Amen.

i Opem‘ry Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
Mt Hope VH #25 Greenfield CH #648 Grace VH #25

Prayer for Transformation and New Life

Dear God, your gifts are generous and yet we often fail to
appreciate what we have been given. We demand more, but
squander what we have received. Forgive us for taking for
granted what we receive from you. When we fail to accept
what you offer, or fail to steward those gifts, bring us back
to awareness of you. Amen.



Words of Grace

However far we wander, God is always ready to receive us, to
enfold us in love and grace. In the name of Jesus, you are forgiven.

E/aisfé Rwﬁrg 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 NRSV

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of
view, we no longer know him in that way. 17 So if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away;
look, new things have come into being! ‘8 All this is from God,
who reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation; 1°that is, in Christ God was reconciling
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them,
and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 2° So we are
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us;
we entreat you on behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God. ?* For our
sake God made the one who knew no sin to be sin, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.

" The Reading of the Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 NRSV
Gloria Tibi ( Gég be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497

The Parable of the Prodigal and His Brother
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to
him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and
saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

330 he told them this parable: 1! “There was a man who had two
sons. 2 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of the wealth that will belong to me.” So he divided his assets
between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he
had and traveled to a distant region, and there he squandered his
wealth in dissolute living. *When he had spent everything, a
severe famine took place throughout that region, and he began to
be in need. '°> So he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that region, who sent him to his fields to feed the

pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that
the pigs were eating, and no one gave him anything. " But when he
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came to his senses he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands
have bread enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! 8|
will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I
have sinned against heaven and before you; '° I am no longer
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands.” > 2° So he set off and went to his father. But while he was
still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he
ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. % Then the son
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I
am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 2 But the father said to
his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 22 And get the
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate, 24 for this son of
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And
they began to celebrate.

25 «Now his elder son was in the field, and as he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 He called
one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 2’ He replied,
“Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf
because he has got him back safe and sound.” 28 Then he became
angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead
with him. 2° But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years
I have been working like a slave for you, and | have never
disobeyed your command, yet you have never given me even a
young goat so that | might celebrate with my friends. 3° But when
this son of yours came back, who has devoured your assets with
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” 3! Then the

father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is
mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this
brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has
been found.” ”

* Gloria Patri

Children's Meﬂ@e / Co@rgaﬁon Conversation



* Meditation Hymn “Near the Cross”
Mt Hope VH #347 Greenfield CH #319 Grace VH #347

‘Toaéayﬁ' Meﬂqge

The ?l/]a:f/e s Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.

The Lord's Pr@er

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

: Sunj Re_v/)ome “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501



The Giuinj of Our Tithes and Oﬁ(m'rg:
Offertory Statement
Offertory (MH)
* Doxology TH # 551
* Offertory Prayer
Gracious God, bless these gifts and our lives to your service.
Amen.

. C/aj'iry 7—{ymn “Lord, I’'m Coming Home”
Mt Hope VH #428 Greenfield CH #490 Grace VH #428

* Benediction

May you trust that God’s unfailing love and blessings go with you
this day and always. Amen.

* Throe-Fold Amen TH # 558
* Postlude/ Evﬁ{;guﬁ'ﬁiry of the Candle

Squandered: Service Prayers for the Fourth Sunday in Lent was written by the Rev. Ruth Garwood, a transitional
pastor in the Heartland Conference, a certified facilitator of Sacred Conversations to End Racism, and a certified
InterPlay leader.



