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Lent Meditation 
"Lent is a time for greater love, listen to Jesus’ thirst… ‘Repent 

and believe’ Jesus tells us. What are we to repent? Our 

indifference, our hardness of heart. What are we to believe? Jesus 

thirsts even now, in your heart and in the poor—He knows your 

weakness. He wants only your love, wants only the chance to love 

you." 

  Mother Teresa 
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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ April 6, 2025 

Joint Service   Greenfield 10:00am 

5th Sunday in Lent / Reclining 

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

*  Call to Worship   inspired by Psalm 126 

With our ancestors we recall God’s great works  

The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoice. 

With our ancestors we pray 

May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 

With our ancestors we rejoice 

Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall 

come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 

All: Let us worship God, in this community and in the 

company of our ancestors. 

 

* Invocation 
Holy One, whether we are eager to draw near to you, or we are 

cautious, whether we are certain of your guidance, or we are 

unsure how you call to us, you are present. Open our senses and 

open our hearts to experience your fullness. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 
 

Souper Bowl Presentation 
 

*  Opening Children’s Hymn    CH #107 x2 

“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” 
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Prayer of Transformation and New Life 
Holy Jesus, you call us to follow you. We want to respond, 

but our attention flutters. One day we are steady disciples 

and another day we are distracted by the clamors of the 

world or by our own needs. Forgive our wavering 

commitment and make us more reliable disciples. May we 

each day respond when you beckon, becoming ever more 

faithful. Amen. 

 

Words of Grace   

God is continually creating, doing a new thing in us. Where we 

have erred, God brings us back into God’s embrace. In the name of 

Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 

 

Epistle Reading  Philippians 3:4b-14 NRSV 

4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 

more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of 

Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to 

the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 

righteousness under the law, blameless. 
7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 

because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 

because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them 

as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, 

not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but 

one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 

based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him 

in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 

dead. 
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Pressing toward the Goal 
12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the 

goal, but I press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid 

hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have 

laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what 

lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on 

toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  John 12:1-8 NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

Mary Anoints Jesus 

12 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home 

of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a 

dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those 

reclining with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of 

pure nard, anointed Jesus’s feet, and wiped them with her hair. The 

house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas 

Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray 

him), said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred 

denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6 (He said this not 

because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; he kept 

the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7 Jesus 

said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for 

the day of my burial. 8 You always have the poor with you, but you 

do not always have me.” 

 

*  Gloria Patri 
 

* Meditation Hymn         “You Are My All in All” CH #583 

 

Today’s Message 
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The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

Holy One, bless these gifts and our lives, that we and our 

offerings may serve your purposes. Amen. 
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*  Closing Hymn        “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” CH #324  

 

* Benediction 
Friends, as you choose each day to follow Jesus, may each next 

step be clear. May you trust that the blessings of God are with you 

this day and always. Amen. 

 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

Reclining: Service Prayers for the Fifth Sunday in Lent was written by the Rev. Ruth Garwood, a transitional 

pastor in the Heartland Conference, a certified facilitator of Sacred Conversations to End Racism, and a certified 

InterPlay leader. 

 

 

 


