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Sunday Meditation 
Love is the doorway through which the human soul passes from 

selfishness to service. 
  Jack Hyles  
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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ May 18, 2025 

Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am  Grace 11:00am 

5th Sunday of Easter / Looking for Love 

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

*  Call to Worship    

The One who loves without distinction calls us here. 

They will know we are Christians by our love. 

The One who loves us completely welcomes us home. 

They will know we are Christians by our love. 

The One who loves us well rejoices in our presence. 

They will know we are Christians by our love. 

 

* Opening Prayer 
Wipe away our tears, O God, for we are weary of weeping at the 

injustices of the world.  You love us like a mother and protect us 

like a father. You restore our lives and claim us as your beloved 

children in a world made new. Dwell among us, we pray, that we 

may love one another, as you have loved us. Amen. 

 

*  Opening Hymn           “They’ll Know We Are Christians” 

Mt Hope Insert Greenfield CH #429 Grace Insert 

 

Prayer of Yearning 

Teach our hearts to love, O God, as you would have us love. 

Train our eyes to see, Holy One, as you would have us see. 

For we yearn to love without prejudice and accept others 

without judgement. Make your home among us, for we long 

to be made one and whole.  Amen 
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Words of Assurance   

The One who made heaven and earth is with us, bringing love and 

life. The Lord our God is among us now, renewing us in faithful 

love. 

 

First Reading    NRSV 

Peter’s Report to the Church at Jerusalem 

11 Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were in Judea 

heard that the gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2 So 

when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 

believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to 

uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to 

explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa 

praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a 

large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four 

corners, and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw 

four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I 

also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I 

replied, ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing profane or unclean has 

ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered 

from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call 

profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was pulled 

up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me 

from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit 

told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between 

them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 

entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel 

standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, 

who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you 

and your entire household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to 

speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 

beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had 

said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us 

when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 

hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And 

they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the gentiles 

the repentance that leads to life.” 



4 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  John 13:31-35 NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

The New Commandment 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has 

been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has 

been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 

glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little 

longer. You will look for me, and as I said to the Jews so now I say 

to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 

you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know 

that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

*  Gloria Patri 
 

Children’s Message / Blessing of the Fields 
 

* Meditation Hymn         “Spirit of the Living God”  

Mt Hope Insert Greenfield CH #389 Grace Insert 

 

Today’s Message 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

God of mystery, you promise us a life of blessedness, if only 

we would learn to love, as you have loved us. May the gifts 

we bring before you this day be a sign of our commitment 

to love one another well. Amen. 

 

*  Closing Hymn        “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”   

Mt Hope VH #162 Greenfield CH #400 Grace VH #162 

 

* Benediction 
Christ has given us a new commandment. 

We will love one another well. 

God guides us to love the stranger. 

We will love one another well. 

The Spirit blesses with a new vision. 

We will love one another well. 

 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

Fifth Sunday of Easter: Written by B. J. Beu in The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025 


