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Yuncteenth Meditation

“Juneteenth has never been a celebration of victory or an
acceptance of the way things are. It’s a celebration of progress. It’s
an affirmation that despite the most painful parts of our history,
change is possible—and there is still so much work to do.”

Barack Obama
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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ June 22, 2025
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2" Sunday after Pentecost / From the Tombs

Community News
Prayer List and’ Prayers of the Peop/e
Pm/ua@/ﬁijﬁﬁrg of the Candles

*Callto Warsﬁip %spire/ @ Psalm 42 and 43

As a deer longs for flowing streams, so we long for you, O God.
As the plants turn toward the sun, so we turn to you, O God.
As the tide ebbs and flows, so we move with you, O God.
Hope in God! Again, we worship the Holy One, our help and
our God.
When tears are our constant companion, when our souls become
weary, when we feel forgotten or alone, we may ask the question,
"Where is God?"
Trust in God! Again, we honor the Present One, our strength
and our God.
Deep calls too deep. The steadfast love of God surrounds us. The
Spirit of Truth leads us to everlasting joy.
Rejoice in God. Again, we praise the Living One, our source
and our God.

* Ivocation

God in whom we take refuge, we seek you as the calm in the
storm, the path in the wilderness, and the order in the chaos.
Renew our strength with a vision of your kingdom made real and
expanding before us. Encourage us with a word of possibility and
an encounter with your presence. Enliven us as we pray, sing,
laugh, cry, witness, listen, ponder, and imagine in your midst and
in our own way. We come to you with our full selves knowing you
offer us the fullness of your being. May we find hope and
challenge, joy and rest, peace and power as we immerse ourselves
in you and glorify your name. Amen.

: Upem'ry Wymn “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Mt Hope PH #15 Greenfield CH #210 Grace TH #8
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Prayer for Transformation and New Life

Holy One, as we experience difficult moments, we so often fail to
recognize your abiding presence. We question if you exist or if
you are with us when things do not go our way or when it seems
that you have not kept promises we've manufactured from our
wishes and dreams—and that you've never pledged to keep. Help
us to turn to you in trust even when the present troubles us and
the future seems bleak. Guide us into a prophetic imagination
that realizes that your covenant is everlasting. Sustain us by faith

for transformation into a new life. Amen.

Words of Grace

Beloved, the grace of God meets us even when we question, "Where is
our God?" God is near, with us, behind us, and before us. Sometimes, the
answers we seek come slowly in silence. Sometimes, God instructs us to
become the solution we need for one another. Whatever and however
God replies to our cries, we may be assured that God's peace, justice, and
righteousness are central to the response. Receive the gift of new and

renewing life in Christ.

Dsalm ‘Rgmﬁ'nj

Psalm 42 NRSV

Longing for God and His Help in Distress

' As a deer longs for flowing streams,
so my soul longs for you, O God.

2 My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.

When shall I come and behold
the face of God?

3 My tears have been my food
day and night,

while people say to me continually,
“Where is your God?”

4 These things I remember,
as [ pour out my soul:
how I went with the throng
and led them in procession to the house of God,
with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving,
a multitude keeping festival.
SWhy are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you disquieted within me?



Hope in God, for I shall again praise him,
my help ®and my God.

My soul is cast down within me;
therefore I remember you

from the land of Jordan and of Hermon,
from Mount Mizar.

"Deep calls to deep
at the thunder of your torrents;

all your waves and your billows
have gone over me.

8 By day the Lord commands his steadfast love,
and at night his song is with me,
a prayer to the God of my life.

°I say to God, my rock,
“Why have you forgotten me?

Why must [ walk about mournfully
because the enemy oppresses me?”

10 As with a deadly wound in my body,
my adversaries taunt me,

while they say to me continually,
“Where is your God?”

"' Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you disquieted within me?

Hope in God, for I shall again praise him,
my help and my God.

* The Rgm@g of the ‘Ho{y Cy'aspe/ Luke 8:26-39 NRSV
Gloria Tibi (Glory be to Thes, O Lord ) TH #497

Jesus Heals the Gerasene Demoniac
26 Then they arrived at the region of the Gerasenes, which is opposite
Galilee. 27 As he stepped out on shore, a man from the city who had
demons met him. For a long time he had not worn any clothes, and he
did not live in a house but in the tombs. ® When he saw Jesus, he cried
out and fell down before him, shouting, “What have you to do with me,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me,” * for
Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For
many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with
chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the
demon into the wilds.) 3 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He
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said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. 3! They begged him
not to order them to go back into the abyss.

32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding, and the
demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them
permission. ¥ Then the demons came out of the man and entered the
swine, and the herd stampeded down the steep bank into the lake and was
drowned.

3 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it
in the city and in the country. ** Then people came out to see what had
happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom
the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right
mind. And they became frightened.

3¢ Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed
by demons had been healed. 3" Then the whole throng of people of the
surrounding region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, for they
were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 3® The
man from whom the demons had gone out begged that he might be with
him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, ** “Return to your home, and
declare how much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming
throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.

* Gloria Patri
Childpen's Meﬂ@e / Co@rgaﬁon Conversation
* Meditation ?@mn “As the Deer”
Mt Hope Insert Greenfield CH #548 Grace Insert
To&y's quge

The Zl/mf/e s Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hades; the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

: Sunj %Jﬂam‘e “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501

The Giving of Our Tithes and Gﬁm'njy
Offertory Statement
Offertory (MH)
* Doxology TH # 551
* Offertory Prayer
Generous God, through our giving, we acknowledge the role you
have delegated to us in meeting our collective needs and
allocating our resources of time, talent, and treasure for the good
of all. May these offerings nurture ministry, further community
engagement, and bring glory to your name. Amen.

: C/oj'i}y ?@mn “To God Be the Glory”
Mt Hope VH #4 Greenfield CH #56 Grace VH #4
* Benediction

We depart from this time of worship but let us not leave it behind.
Let our worship inform your attitudes and dispositions,

our choices and our actions, our words and our witness.

Let our lives be a living proclamation

of what God has done, is doing, and will do.

Go in the peace of God for the glory of God. Thanks be to God!

* Three-TFold Amen TH # 558
) ?osfﬁfa/e/ﬁvﬁ@uﬁ'ﬁi@ of the Candle

From the Tombs: Service Prayers for the Second Sunday after Pentecost was written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A.
Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ.
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