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Sunday Meditation 
You may feel like you’re in a waiting room, but God is still writing 

your story. 

  Author Unknown 
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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ June 29, 2025 

Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am  Grace 11:00am 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost / Along the Road 

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

* Call to Worship   Inspired by Psalm 77  
Your way, O God, is holy. What god is so great as our God? 

You work wonders and display your glory. How great is our 

God! 

Your way, O God, is holy. What god is so merciful as our God? 

You redeem your people from generation to generation. How 

merciful is our God! 

Your way, O God, is holy. What god is so just as our God? 

You hear the cries of the troubled and move in righteousness. 

How just is our God! 

 

* Invocation 
God who journeys with us, we gather together as we follow you. 

You have made rough ways smooth. You have parted seas. You 

have given us strength to climb mountains and courage to traverse 

valleys. We open ourselves to the heartbreak of caring for the 

world that you love. We claim hope and joy as our inheritance and 

portion. We remember that you are with us and give You thanks 

for the journey. Hallelujah and Amen. 

 

*  Opening Hymn           “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

Mt Hope PH #218 Greenfield CH #676 Grace TH #271 
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Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
God of Grace, sometimes the call to follow you comes softly 

and gently. At other times, your call rushes in with urgency 

and may even overwhelm us as we balance the obligations 

of the day with the needs of the day. Gift us with 

discernment to know what needs our attention, focus, and 

energy. Free us of distractions, especially the ones we create 

for ourselves. At the same time remind us how to breathe 

and to be gracious toward one another. We travel a road 

we have not built and have not journeyed before. We rely 

upon You to demonstrate the way and lead us into the 

fullness of life and Your kingdom.  

 

Words of Grace   

Beloved, we journey this life in Christ, through Christ, and with 

Christ. Trust and rely upon the wisdom of the Everlasting One who 

knows you, the gifts you bring, and the burdens you bear. New life 

and transformation, as all things, are possible with God. Receive 

God's grace to free you from fear in order to embrace the journey.  

 

Psalm Reading  Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 NRSV 

God’s Mighty Deeds Recalled 
1 I cry aloud to God, 

    aloud to God, that he may hear me. 
2 In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord; 

    in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying; 

    my soul refuses to be comforted. 

11 I will call to mind the deeds of the Lord; 

    I will remember your wonders of old. 
12 I will meditate on all your work 

    and muse on your mighty deeds. 
13 Your way, O God, is holy. 

    What god is so great as our God? 
14 You are the God who works wonders; 

    you have displayed your might among the peoples. 
15 With your strong arm you redeemed your people, 

    the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. Selah 
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16 When the waters saw you, O God, 

    when the waters saw you, they were afraid; 

    the very deep trembled. 
17 The clouds poured out water; 

    the skies thundered; 

    your arrows flashed on every side. 
18 The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 

    your lightnings lit up the world; 

    the earth trembled and shook. 
19 Your way was through the sea, 

    your path through the mighty waters, 

    yet your footprints were unseen. 
20 You led your people like a flock 

    by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  Luke 9:51-62 NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 
A Samaritan Village Refuses to Receive Jesus 

51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face 

to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On 

their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to prepare for his 

arrival, 53 but they did not receive him because his face was set 

toward Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James and John saw this, 

they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down 

from heaven and consume them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked 

them. 56 Then they went on to another village. 

Would-Be Followers of Jesus 
57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will 

follow you wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes 

have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 

nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But 

he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60 And 

Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but as for 

you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Another said, “I will 

follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my 

home.” 62 And Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the 

plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
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* Gloria Patri 
 

Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 
 

* Meditation Hymn         “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine”  

Mt Hope PH #243 Greenfield NCH #63 Grace TH #188 

 

Today’s Message 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 
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The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

God our Provider, receive these gifts for your creation, for 

your kingdom, for your glory. Amen. 

 

*  Closing Hymn        “Jesus Calls Us”   

Mt Hope VH #386 Greenfield CH #592 Grace VH #386 

 

* Benediction 
May the road rise up to meet you.  

May the wind be always at your back.  

May the sun shine warm upon your face. 

The rain fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again,  

May God hold you in the palm of God's hand.  

 

* Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
* Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

Along the Road: Service Prayers for the Third Sunday after Pentecost was written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. 

Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ. 

 

 

 

 


