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Sunday Meditation 
It is not my ability, but my response to God’s ability, that counts. 

  Corrie ten Boom 
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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ August 24, 2025 

Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am  Grace 11:00am 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

* Call to Worship     
The Lord is our rock and our refuge. 

God is our fortress in times of trouble. 

The Holy One saves us from the hand of the wicked. 

God delivers us from our foes. 

Christ heals us from our infirmities. 

The Spirit frees us from the chains that bind us. 

Rest in the Source of our refuge and our strength. 

 

* Invocation 
Great Healer, we are beaten down by life’s suffering. Make us 

whole, O God, and help us share your healing with the world. Free 

us from the demons that shackles our spirits, and set us free from 

the chains that binds us, that we may help break the chains of 

others. 

 

*  Opening Hymn           “We’re Marching to Zion” 

Mt Hope VH #49 Greenfield CH #416 Grace VH #39 

 

Prayer for Yearning 

Eternal God, you knew us before we were conceived. You 

called us as your own while we were still in our mothers’ 

wombs. Keep watch over us, we pray, for we long to return 

to your ways. Restore our confidence in times of doubt, for 

we yearn to be the people you would have us be. Grant us 

the confidence to go forth unafraid, that we might bless the 

world through your presence in our lives. Amen. 
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Words of Parden   

Touch our mouths to speak your truths. Touch our lives to make 

your ways known to the world. In this we are free. In this we are 

made whole. In this we shine as your beloved children, 

strengthened for the journey. 

 

First Reading  Jeremiah 1:4-10 NRSV 

Jeremiah’s Call and Commission 
4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 

5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

and before you were born I consecrated you; 

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, 

for I am only a boy.” 7 But the Lord said to me, 

“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy,’ 

for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

and you shall speak whatever I command you. 
8 Do not be afraid of them, 

for I am with you to deliver you, 

            says the Lord.” 

9 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth, and 

the Lord said to me, 

“Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 

to pluck up and to pull down, 

to destroy and to overthrow, 

to build and to plant.” 

 

Psalm Reading  Psalm 71:1-6 NRSV 

Prayer for Lifelong Protection and Help 
1 In you, O Lord, I take refuge; 

    let me never be put to shame. 
2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 

    incline your ear to me and save me. 
3 Be to me a rock of refuge, 
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    a strong fortress to save me, 

    for you are my rock and my fortress. 

4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, 

    from the grasp of the unjust and cruel. 
5 For you, O Lord, are my hope, 

    my trust, O Lord, from my youth. 
6 From my birth I have leaned upon you, 

    my protector since my mother’s womb.  

My praise is continually of you. 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  Luke 13:10-17 NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 
Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman 

10 Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the 

Sabbath. 11 And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that 

had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was 

quite unable to stand up straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called 

her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your 

ailment.” 13 When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood 

up straight and began praising God. 14 But the leader of the 

synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, kept 

saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to 

be done; come on those days and be cured and not on the Sabbath 

day.” 15 But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites! 

Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey 

from the manger and lead it to water? 16 And ought not this 

woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen 

long years, be set free from this bondage on the Sabbath 

day?” 17 When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame, 

and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things 

being done by him. 

 

* Gloria Patri 
 

Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 
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* Meditation Hymn         “Hiding in Thee”  

Mt Hope VH #203 Greenfield CH #619 Grace VH #203 

 

Today’s Message 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 
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The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

God of power and might, in times of trial, you are our 

fortress and our refuge. In thanksgiving and praise for 

your wonderful gifts, we offer you our tithes and offerings, 

that others might know the strength of your unshakable 

kingdom.  Amen 

 

*  Closing Hymn        “The Lily of the Valley”   

Mt Hope Insert Greenfield CH #626 Grace Insert 

 

* Benediction 
God has set us free. 

God releases us from bondage. 

Christ has made us whole. 

Christ heals our wounds. 

The Spirit has strengthened us for the journey. 

God’s Spirit sends us forth. 

Go with the confidence of God’s anointed. 

 

* Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
* Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025: written by B.J. Beu 

 

 

 


