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Sunday Meditation 
“To share your weakness is to make yourself vulnerable; to make 
yourself vulnerable is to show your strength.”  
  ― Criss Jami 
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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ August 31, 2025 

Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am  Grace 11:00am 

12th Sunday after Pentecost / Places of Honor 

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

* Call to Worship     
Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to God. 

Happy are those who revere the Holy One. Generation to 

generation delight in God's blessings. 

Sing aloud to God our righteousness; shout for peace to God. 

We rise from the depths in mercy, grace, and justice.  

Sing aloud to God our hope; shout for love to God. 

Our hearts are steady and secure. Worship the Holy One! 

 

* Invocation 
God of Glory, we acknowledge your presence among us as we 

gather. You have knit us together as a community. In your 

kingdom, the first will be last and the last will be first. We only 

exalt you and yet you come near to us. Dwell in the praises we 

voice, in the hope to which we cling, and the love that persists. 

Reveal yourself to us, Great One, and we will declare and spread 

your goodness in the land of the living. Amen. 

 

*  Opening Hymn           “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

Mt Hope VH #41 Greenfield CH #215 Grace VH #41 

 

Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
Righteous God, forgive us for the positioning we do. We seek 

elevated places and too often fail to notice the absences at 

your table. Our tables are segregated by the ways we 

diminish the beautiful distinctiveness you celebrate among 

us. We live in complacency while the world around us 

weeps in pain, suffering, and despair. Break our hearts, O 
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God, so that we will seek your kingdom more than our own 

acquittal. As in the days of Jeremiah, we "have changed 

[our] glory for something that does not profit" and are 

appalled. Convict our spirits to propel us to reshape the 

world into your vision of beloved community—repaired, 

restored, and reconciled. Amen. 
 

Words of Grace   

Beloved, the Holy One is righteous and just as well as 

compassionate and faithful to forgive the contrite heart. God will 

give you strength and courage to do justice, love mercy, and walk 

humbly.  
 

First Reading  Jeremiah 2:4-13 NRSV 
4 Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the 

house of Israel. 5 Thus says the Lord: 

What wrong did your ancestors find in me 

    that they went far from me 

and went after worthless things and became worthless themselves? 
6 They did not say, “Where is the Lord, 

    who brought us up from the land of Egypt, 

who led us in the wilderness, 

    in a land of deserts and pits, 

in a land of drought and deep darkness, 

    in a land that no one passes through, 

    where no one lives?” 
7 I brought you into a plentiful land 

    to eat its fruits and its good things. 

But when you entered you defiled my land 

    and made my heritage an abomination. 
8 The priests did not say, “Where is the Lord?” 

    Those who handle the law did not know me; 

the rulers transgressed against me; 

    the prophets prophesied by Baal 

    and went after things that do not profit. 

9 Therefore once more I accuse you, 

            says the Lord, 

    and I accuse your children’s children. 
10 Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look; 

    send to Kedar and examine with care; 
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    see if there has ever been such a thing. 
11 Has a nation changed its gods, 

    even though they are no gods? 

But my people have changed their glory 

    for something that does not profit. 
12 Be appalled, O heavens, at this; 

    be shocked; be utterly desolate, 

            says the Lord, 
13 for my people have committed two evils: 

    they have forsaken me, 

the fountain of living water, 

    and dug out cisterns for themselves, 

cracked cisterns 

    that can hold no water. 
 

Psalm Reading  Psalm 81:1, 10-16 NRSV 

God’s Appeal to Stubborn Israel 
1 Sing aloud to God our strength; 

    shout for joy to the God of Jacob. 

10 I am the Lord your God, 

    who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 

    Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 

11 “But my people did not listen to my voice; 

    Israel would not submit to me. 
12 So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts, 

    to follow their own counsels. 
13 O that my people would listen to me, 

    that Israel would walk in my ways! 
14 Then I would quickly subdue their enemies 

    and turn my hand against their foes. 
15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, 

    and their doom would last forever. 
16 I would feed you with the finest of the wheat, 

    and with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.” 
 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  Luke 14:1, 7-14 NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 
14 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 

Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
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Humility and Hospitality 
7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them 

a parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do 

not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished 

than you has been invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited both of 

you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in 

disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are 

invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host 

comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be 

honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11 For all who 

exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 

be exalted.” 

12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a 

luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and 

sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in 

return, and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite 

the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed 

because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection 

of the righteous.” 
 

* Gloria Patri 
Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 

 

* Meditation Hymn         “How Firm a Foundation”  

Mt Hope VH #170 Greenfield CH #408 Grace VH #170 
 

Today’s Message 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hades; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy 

kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as 

we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

Holy, Holy, Holy God, be glorified in our giving. Receive and 

magnify these gifts so that needs will be met, communities 

transformed, and lives renewed. We dedicate them in your 

precious name. Amen. 
 

*  Closing Hymn        “Lord, Speak to Me”   

Mt Hope VH #215 Greenfield CH #667 Grace VH #215 
 

* Benediction 
As you go,  

Take your place  

Exalt the Holy One 

Comfort the lowly 

Abide with the oppressed 

Center the marginalized 

Give glory and honor to God 

Be good news in the world 
 

* Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
* Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

Places of Honor: Service Prayers for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost was written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. 

Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ. 

 

 


