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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ August 4, 2024 

Joint Service   Mt Hope 10:00am 

11th Sunday after Pentecost / For Mercy 
 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

*  Call to Worship   Inspired by Psalm 51 

The Holy One is just and merciful, righteous and compassionate, wise 

and near.  

O God, you desire truth in the inward being; therefore, teach us 

wisdom. Enliven joy and gladness within our hearts.  

We long for your presence and gather before you in gratitude and awe of 

your steadfast love. 

O God, you desire truth in the inward being; therefore, teach us 

wisdom. Enliven joy and gladness within our hearts.  

Create just, righteous, and loving hearts within us. Renew our spirits as 

we declare your praise and seek you in prayer.  

O God, you desire truth in the inward being; therefore, teach us 

wisdom. Enliven joy and gladness within our hearts.  
 

*  Invocation 
Gracious God, we give thanks for your presence among us. In the chaos 

of our lives, you provide calm, healing, and sanctuary. Inspire us to be 

transformed as you immerse us in your everlasting love and relentless 

presence. Your Spirit fills the atmosphere as we gather in your name 

from pew to park and from sanctuary to sofa. Open our receptivity to 

your word and enflame our imagination of and participation in your 

kingdom on earth. May it be so. Amen.  
 

*  Opening Hymn       “Whiter Than Snow” VH #364 

 

Prayer of Transformation and New Life 
Redeemer, forgive us. We confess our complicity with the systems 

of this world that hurt and harm your children and your 

creation. We confess our complacency with the status quo, 

incrementalism when urgency is required, and the claim that 

nothing ever changes. We confess our comfort holds more 

influence over us than your command that we love our neighbor 
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as ourselves. Forgive us and release us from the bonds of guilt 

and shame so that we can be free to change and grow, free to 

receive your power and new life, and free to be your agents of 

transformation in the world. Holy One, in your mercy, hear our 

plea. Amen. 
 

Words of Grace   

Redeemed, the Sovereign God has given you power and freedom to live 

as full citizens of the kingdom of God. Receive the grace to do your best 

for today trusting that the Spirit will guide you to do your best for 

tomorrow. The past has no power to keep you from new life in the 

present and abundant life in the future. Claim your redemption and, in 

gratitude, the new life gifted to you in Christ.  Amen. 
 

First Reading  2 Samuel 11:26 – 12:13a NRSV 
26 When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made 

lamentation for him. 27 When the mourning was over, David sent and 

brought her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. 

Nathan Condemns David 

But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord, 12 1 and 

the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, “There 

were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich 

man had very many flocks and herds, 3 but the poor man had nothing but 

one little ewe lamb that he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up 

with him and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare and drink 

from his cup and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to 

him. 4 Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to 

take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had 

come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared that for the 

guest who had come to him.” 5 Then David’s anger was greatly kindled 

against the man. He said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the man who has 

done this deserves to die; 6 he shall restore the lamb fourfold because he 

did this thing and because he had no pity.” 
7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God 

of Israel: I anointed you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the 

hand of Saul; 8 I gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives 

into your bosom and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah, and if 

that had been too little, I would have added as much more. 9 Why have 

you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is evil in his sight? You 

have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his 

wife to be your wife and have killed him with the sword of the 

Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the sword shall never depart from your 
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house, for you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite to be your wife. 11 Thus says the Lord: I will raise up trouble 

against you from within your own house, and I will take your wives 

before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with 

your wives in broad daylight. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this 

thing before all Israel and in broad daylight.” 13 David said to Nathan, “I 

have sinned against the Lord.”  

 

Psalm Reading  Psalm 51:1-12 NRSV 

A Psalm of David, when the prophet Nathan came to him, after he had 

gone in to Bathsheba. 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, 

    according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy, 

    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

    and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, 

    and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned 

    and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you are justified in your sentence 

    and blameless when you pass judgment. 
5 Indeed, I was born guilty, 

    a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

6 You desire truth in the inward being;  

    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 

    and blot out all my iniquities. 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

    and put a new and right spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 

    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

    and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
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*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  John 6:24-35 NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 
24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, 

they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for 

Jesus. 

25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, 

“Rabbi, when did you come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I 

tell you, you are looking for me not because you saw signs but because 

you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes 

but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will 

give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then 

they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of 

God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe 

in him whom he has sent.” 30 So they said to him, “What sign are you 

going to give us, then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work 

are you performing? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, as 

it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32 Then Jesus 

said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the 

bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from 

heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven 

and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 

always.” 

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 

never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
 

*  Gloria Patri 
Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 

* Meditation Hymn   “Just As I Am”   VH #422 

Today’s Message 
 

*  The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hades; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

* The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy 

kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as 

we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

* Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

Generous God, thank you for these gifts and the privilege of 

giving. Increase our collective resources so that we might serve 

your kingdom and bring honor to your name. Amen.   
 

*  Closing Hymn      “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” VH #162  
 

*  Benediction 
Go, in the assurance that you are redeemed. 

Go, with compassion, courage, and conviction that a beloved community 

is possible and waits on your participation. 

Go, in peace and hope, knowing that God is with us. Amen.  
 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

For Mercy: Service Prayers for the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost Year B was written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl 

A. Lindsay who serves as Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ.  


