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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ September 14, 2025 

Mt Hope 8:30am Greenfield 9:50am  Grace 11:00am 

14th Sunday after Pentecost / Joy In Heaven 

 
Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 
* Call to Worship   Inspired by Psalm 51  

Let us enter the presence of our God with a renewed heart and a 

right spirit. 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

Let us speak, hear, and embrace truth and the wisdom of God. 

Strengthen and empower us, O God, according to your 

steadfast love. 

Let us hear joy and gladness. Restore our crushed spirits. 

Revive us again, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

 
* Invocation 

Maker of Heaven and Earth, we rejoice in your presence. In you, 

we find joy and strength, comfort and courage, truth and insight. 

Speak to us again. Reveal your power in and through us. Show us 

your glory and be glorified in our worship. May your  glorious 

light shine through hidden spaces. May your blessed darkness 

make space for rest.  Fortify us for this journey and make us 

instruments of your kingdom. Amen. 

 
*  Opening Hymn          “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

Mt Hope VH #236 Greenfield CH #688 Grace VH #236 
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Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
Holy God, you seek us when we are lost. You do not turn 

away from those who others minimize and demean. Help us 

to recognize the belovedness of every human being and all 

your creation. Give us courage and curiosity to engage with 

those that others would ignore or isolate. Let us rejoice on 

earth as your rejoice in heaven as we make restoration, 

redemption, and reconciliation abound among us. Amen. 

 

Words of Grace   

Beloved, the Holy One seeks you and rejoices when you turn from 

the ways of the world that minimize and marginalize the 

community God has prepared for us. We can be builders of a 

future that celebrates the kingdom of God alive and rejoicing on 

earth. 

 

Psalm Reading  Psalm 98:1-5 NRSV 

Praise the Judge of the World 
1 O sing to the Lord a new song, 

    for he has done marvelous things. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

    have gotten him victory. 
2 The Lord has made known his victory; 

    he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

    to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

    the victory of our God. 

4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

    break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 

    with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
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Epistle Reading  1 Corinthians 1:18-24 NRSV 

Christ the Power and Wisdom of God 
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is 

the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 

the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 

know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness 

of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for 

signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ 

crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

 

*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  John 3:13-17 NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 
13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended 

from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 

life. 

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

 

* Gloria Patri 
 

Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 
 

* Meditation Hymn         “Saved, Saved!”  

Mt Hope VH #73 Greenfield CH #500 Grace VH #73 
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Today’s Message 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

God our Provider, receive these gifts in gratitude from your 

people. We pray that these offerings meet the needs of the 

world and our community. May they serve as a public 

witness of our commitment to being your church. Amen. 
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*  Closing Hymn        “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”   

Mt Hope VH #28 Greenfield CH #139 Grace VH #28 

 

* Benediction 
As you go, 

Rejoice that God knows you, recognizes you, and communes with 

you. 

Rejoice knowing that you have the power to do the same 

With all you encounter. 

Go, and rejoice! 

 

* Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
* Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

Joy in Heaven: Service Prayers for the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost was written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. 

Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


