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Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ September 7, 2025 

Joint Service   Grace 10:00am 

13th Sunday after Pentecost / Estimate the Cost 

 

Community News 
Prayer List and Prayers of the People 
Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

*  Call to Worship                                 Inspired by Jeremiah 18 and Psalm 139 

We come into your house, Divine Potter. We are your clay.  

We praise you, O God. Wonderful are your works. Mold us 

again! 

We bring our burdens and concerns, our hopes and dreams, our 

doubts and our delights. 

We praise you, O God. Wonderful are your works. Hold us 

in your sure and righteous hand! 

We seek your wisdom. Reveal your direction and our path.  

We praise you, O God. Wonderful are your works. Rebuild 

and replant us!  

 

* Invocation 
Sovereign God, you are the Potter who has fashioned us into being 

as a community. Dwell in our midst. Share your wisdom and open 

every point of openness within us. You are holy, gracious, and 

kind. As we gather, we recommit to accept the joys and the costs 

of discipleship. May you be glorified in our worship, and may we 

be transformed as we encounter you and your way anew this day. 

Amen. 

 

Children’s Message / Congregation Conversation 
 

*  Opening Hymn “Everybody ought to know” Insert 
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Prayer of Transformation and New Life 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. We 

pray in the assurance that your mercy, O God, is available 

and near to us. And, we also pray in hope that your mercy 

will release us from inaction, apathy, and overwhelming so 

that we may be your instruments of redemption, 

reparation, and restoration in the world. Forgive us, 

perhaps most of all, for simply seeking your mercy for the 

ills of the world rather than your miraculous power to rise 

in us to overcome them. Grant us grace to pray boldly with 

our words and our actions in your name. 

 

Words of Grace   

Beloved, God's mercy is available and so is God's power at work in 

us. We do receive the grace of the Potter to be used to break down 

what needs to be deconstructed and reconstructed and to support 

what needs repair and restoration. A new world that reflects the 

realm of God is possible through us. Amen. 

 

First Reading  Jeremiah 18:1-11 NRSV 

The Potter and the Clay 

18 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Come, go 

down to the potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my 

words.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was 

working at his wheel. 4 The vessel he was making of clay was 

spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, 

as seemed good to him. 

5 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 6 Can I not do with you, O 

house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says the Lord. Just like 

the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of 

Israel. 7 At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a 

kingdom that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8 but if 

that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I 

will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on 

it. 9 And at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a 

kingdom that I will build and plant it, 10 but if it does evil in my 

sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about 
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the good that I had intended to do to it. 11 Now, therefore, say to 

the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says 

the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising 

a plan against you. Turn now, all of you, from your evil way, and 

amend your ways and your doings. 

 

Psalm Reading  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 NRSV 

The Inescapable God 
1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

    you discern my thoughts from far away. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down 

    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 

    O Lord, you know it completely. 
5 You hem me in, behind and before, 

    and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

    it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
13 For it was you who formed my inward parts; 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

    Wonderful are your works; 

that I know very well. 
15     My frame was not hidden from you, 

when I was being made in secret, 

    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 

In your book were written 

    all the days that were formed for me, 

    when none of them as yet existed.  
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 

    How vast is the sum of them! 
18 I try to count them - they are more than the sand; 

    I come to the end - I am still with you. 
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*  The Reading of the Holy Gospel  Luke 14:25-33 NRSV 

Gloria Tibi  (Glory be to Thee, O Lord.) TH #497 

The Cost of Discipleship 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with him, and he turned and 

said to them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father 

and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even 

life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the 

cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, 

intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the 

cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, 

when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see 

it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build 

and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war 

against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether 

he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against 

him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is 

still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of 

peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you 

do not give up all your possessions. 
 

*  Gloria Patri 
 

* Meditation Hymn  “When I Survey The Wondrous Cross” VH #110 

 

Today’s Message 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic/Christian church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

*  Sung Response “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” TH # 501 

 

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
   Offertory Statement 

   Offertory (MH) 

* Doxology  TH # 551 

* Offertory Prayer 

Generous God, receive our offerings and magnify them to 

propel the ministry of this church. May the community and the 

world benefit from our generous giving. In gratitude, we pray 

with our contributions. Amen. 

 

*  Closing Hymn           “Once to Every Man and Nation” TH: #399 

 

* Benediction 
Go, ready and committed  

To accept the cost and joy of discipleship, 

To be servants in the service of the whole human family 

To proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of 

evil 

To be the church in the world. 

 

*  Three-Fold Amen  TH # 558   
*  Postlude/Extinguishing of the Candle 

________________________________________ 

Estimate the Cost: Service Prayers for the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost was written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. 

Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ. 


