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A Message from Pastor Bob  

 
 
 
 
 
 
This is reprint of the Homily I gave at Naomi Weyant’s funeral.  It is a 
good message for all. 
   
In Sapanta, Romania there is a cemetery called "The Merry Cemetery."  
There are over 600 wooden crosses that serve as tombstones and they 
are decorated with carvings, paintings in bright colors, and even 
amusing epitaphs.  They express, of course, our Christian belief in the 
resurrection. 
 
However, the former Communist government which wrote the travel 
folders describing this cemetery and its unique tombstones, until re-
cently, described that Christian hope expressed on the tombstones as 
merely "the expression of a certain philosophy regarding a way of fac-
ing death." 
 
"A certain philosophy regarding a way of facing death." 
 
As Christians, we know there is more to our faith than that.  Our faith 
in Christ is more than just a "philosophy about facing death."  It is a 
living hope, a living trust in God and a certain faith in a risen Savior 
regarding the very nature of life and death itself.   
 
As people of God, our faith rests on our relationship with the crucified 
and living Lord Jesus Christ - who says to us, "I am the resurrection 
and the life; if anyone believes in me, even though they die, yet shall 
they live." 
 
That is why the St. Peter can say, "Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  In his great mercy he has given us a new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead." 

 
Our hope comes from God and resides in Jesus Christ, who died for 
our sins and won the victory over sin and death when God the Father 
raised him from the dead.  This risen Savior alone can say, "I died and 
behold I am forevermore; I am the resurrection and the life.  If anyone 
believes in me, though they were dead, yet shall they live.  And whoev-
er lives and believes in me, shall never die." 
 

LEADING THE CHARGE! 
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In 1847, a young doctor in Edinburgh, Scotland, made an amazing dis-
covery - one that changed the course of modern medicine.  He discov-
ered chloroform, and in doing so he found a way to take the pain out of 
surgery.  Now, everyone who has ever had surgery ought to thank God 
for Dr. Simpson.  For even though we don't get chloroform for surgery 
any more, the concept of taking the pain out of surgery was born then.  
Give a person an anesthetic and they will avoid the dreadful pain of 
surgery. 
 
One day, while lecturing at medical school at the university, a young 
student raised his hand and asked, "Dr. Simpson, what in your opin-
ion, is the greatest discovery ever made?"  It was one of those ques-
tions that students sometimes ask to cater favor with their professors, 
for the student was aware of Dr. Simpson's discovery of chloroform 
and expected a certain answer.   
 
But do you know what Dr. Simpson said?  He replied, "In my opinion, 
the greatest discovery a person can ever make is to find the grace of 
God." 
 
And he meant it — not just out of a sense of humility — but he meant it 
from personal experience.  We know that because Dr. Alexander Simp-
son and his wife had a little girl — a child they dearly loved and one 
day she was taken ill and all the medicines in her father's black bag 
could not help her.  And she died.  
 
They buried her in a cemetery in Edinburgh.  A few months later, they 
placed a stone at her gravesite and on the stone they had inscribed her 
name "Faith Simpson" and below the name the dates of her short life.   
 
But, there was more they put on that stone.  There, above the place for 
her name, they had inscribed the words, "Thank God for faith — Faith 
Simpson and faith in God." 
 
Amen. 

Pastor Bob’s Contact Information 

154 Park Heights Road 
Bedford, PA  15522 

Phone:  814-623-5801 
     Email:  robertbpenner@gmail.com 
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Lectionary Texts for Third Quarter, 2018  

 Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Gospel 

Seventh 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
July 8 

2 Samuel 1:1. 17-27 
2 Corinthians 1:2-

10 
Mark 6:1-13 

Eighth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

July 15 
2 Samuel 6:1-19 Ephesians 1:3-14 Mark 6:14-29  

Christmas in 
July 

July 22 
Isaiah 62:6-12 Titus 3:4-7 Luke 2:1-20  

Tenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

July 29 
2 Samuel 11:1-15 Ephesians 3:14-21 John 6:1-21 

Eleventh 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
August 5 

2 Samuel 11:26-
12:13 

Ephesians 4:1-16 John 6:24-35  

NO CHURCH SERVICE 
Aug 12   

Thirteenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
August 19 

I Kings 2:10-12, 
3:3-14 

Ephesians 5:15-2 John 6:51-58 

Fourteenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
August 26 

I Kings 8:22-43 Ephesians 6:10-20 John 6:56-69 
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Lectionary Texts for Third Quarter, 2018 cont. 

 Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Gospel 

Fifteenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
September 2 

Deuteronomy 4:1-9 James 1:7-27 Mark 7:1-8 

Sixteenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
September 9  

Isaiah 35:4-7 James 2:1-17 Mark 7:24-37 

Seventeenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
September 16 

Isaiah 50:4-9 James 3:1-12 Mark 8:27-38 

Eighteenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
September 23 

Proverbs 31:10-31 James 3:13-4:8 Mark 9:30-37  

Nineteenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
September 30 

Numbers 11:4-29 James 5:13-20 Mark 9:38-50  

The Walter Clan, consisting of Anderson Knisely, 
Leah Farber and Rick Walter, walked in the annual 
MS Walk in Hollidaysburg on April 30th and raised 
$505.  Thanks to everyone who donated.   

Anderson did great! He was able to walk about half 
of the 5-mile distance.   He has a goal to eventually 

walk the full distance.  We’re cheering for you, Anderson!! 

The Claysburg Area Community Picnic hosted by the 

Ministerium will be held  Tuesday, July 24th at 6pm at the Com-

munity Park.  Food and beverages are provided by the community 

churches. Bring your family and friends, and a big appetite!  All are 

welcome!! 
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Greenfield Charge 

Schedule of Church Services Third Quarter, 2018 

DATE CHURCH SPECIAL SERVICE TIME 

JOINT SERVICE 
Fourth of July 

Celebration 
July 1 

GRACE 

Pre-Service 
Bible Study 
at 9:30am 

 
Joint Consistory 

Meeting 

10:00am 

Seventh Sunday 
after Pentecost 

July 8  
All 3 Churches  

Regular 
Services 

Eighth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

July 15 
All 3 Churches  

Regular 
Services 

Christmas in July 
July 22  

All 3 Churches COMMUNION 
Regular 
Services 

Tenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

July 29 

All 3 Churches  
Regular 
Services 

Vacation Bible 
School 

July 15 – July 19 

Mt. Hope   
6:00pm  – 
8:30pm  

Eleventh Sunday 
after Pentecost 

August 5  
All 3 Churches  

Regular 
Services 

Twelfth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

August 12  

No Church 
Service  

Claysburg 
 Community 
Day’s Service  

Community Park 

10:45am 
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Greenfield Charge 

Schedule of Church Services Third Quarter, 2018 

DATE CHURCH SPECIAL SERVICE TIME 

Thirteenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
August 19 

All 3 Churches  
Regular 
Services 

Fourteenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
August 26 

All 3 Churches  
Regular 
Services 

Fifteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost / 

Labor Day  
Weekend 

September 2 

GREENFIELD 
Pre-Service 
Bible Study 
at 9:30am 

10:00am 

Sixteenth 
Sunday after 

 Pentecost  
September 9 

All 3 Churches  
Regular 
Services 

Seventeenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
September 16 

All 3 Churches  
Regular 
Services 

Eighteenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
September 23  

All 3 Churches  
Regular 
Services 

Nineteenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 
September 30  

All 3 Churches  
Regular 
Services 
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Leo Update 

Leo, Nancy and I are taking a summer break.  We will all 
start back to school at the end of summer. 
 

Special Services & Events 
 

“Pre-Service Bible Study”   
Our “Pre-Service Bible Studies” continue before the Joint Ser-
vices on July 1 and September 2.  The Bible Study starts at 9:30 
AM, prior to the 10:00 Service.  There is a Children’s Sunday 
School that runs concurrently with Bible Study.  We do have a 
lot of fun and we are surprised by our new insights into our 
God. 

 

July 1 – Fourth of July Celebration 
Our annual Fourth of July Celebration will held on July 1 at the 
Joint Service at Grace at 10:00 AM.  This Service has become a 
favorite as we sing patriotic songs and celebrate the birth of 
our nation in thanksgiving to our God. 

 

 July 22 – Christmas in July 
We will celebrate “Christmas in July” at all three churches on 
July 22, 2018.  Join us as we sing traditional Christmas hymns 
and celebrate Holy Communion at this “Special Summer Ser-
vice.” 

 

 Vacation Bible School       July 15 – July 19 
Vacation Bible School is scheduled for July 15 through July 19, 
2018 from 6:00 PM to 8:30 PM at Mt. Hope.  This year’s 
theme is “Shipwrecked – Rescued by Jesus.”  Everyone is invit-
ed to the Closing Program on July 19, 2016 at 6:00 pm, fol-
lowed by a Hot Dog Roast.  Kids 3+ are encouraged to attend.  
Come to one or all 5 days! 

 

 August 5 
 First Sunday of Aug 
Note: Regular Services at all three Churches 
 

August 5—Night at the Curve 
Game starts at 6:00 PM with fireworks following the game.  
Signup sheets will be at all three churches. 
 
August 12 

 NO CHURCH SERVICES 
I invite you to join in the Claysburg Community Day’s Service 
at the Park at 10:45 AM. 
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Greenfield Charge Joint Picnic 
Due to scheduling conflicts, we are canceling the Charge Joint 
Picnic scheduled for August 19, 2018.  We will have regular ser-
vices at all three churches. 
 

Joint Consistory Meetings 
The Joint Consistory will meet following the Joint Service on 
July 1, 2018. 

 

Confirmation Class 
The Confirmation Class will meet on July 15 at Mt. Hope and   
August 19 at Grace .  Confirmation Classes are held from 3:00 
PM to 5:00 PM. 

 

Video Recording Project 
If you miss a Service and/or would like to watch a Service, let Pastor 
Bob know and he will get you the recording.  Likewise, if you know 
someone who would like to see a Service, just let Pastor Bob know. 
 

The Trinity Gazette 
The Trinity Gazette is published on a quarterly basis. 
 

The Trinity Gazette is available on the Church’s Web site and hard 
copies are being distributed at each of the three churches.  If you are 
not receiving it or if you know of someone who would enjoy our publi-
cation, let me know and we will get the names on our distribution list. 
 

Church Web Site is www.greenfieldcharge.org 
 

We invite everyone to submit articles and/or information to Jeanne 
Mowry or Pastor Bob.  The deadline for information submission is the 
15th of the month prior to publication. 
 

Newsletter Team 
The Newsletter Team has finalized a distribution list.  The distribution 
list will be used to mail out copies of The Trinity Gazette to those who 
do not pick up their copy at church.  This will ensure that The Trinity 
Gazette is being received by everyone in the congregations and by our 
friends. 
 
If you know of someone that would like to receive our publication, 
please give the name(s) to Pastor Bob or Jeanne. 
 
Team Members: 
Jeanne Mowry   Wendy Farber 
Robin Pozgar   Pastor Bob 
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W.I.N.G.S  
(Women Into Nurturing God’s Spirit) 

WINGS is busily making plans and buying goodies for gift baskets for the an-

nual Basket Auction at Claysburg Community Days scheduled for Saturday 

and Sunday, August 11th & 12th.  WINGS appreciates all basket dona-

tions and monetary contributions for a basket.  We have a large supply of 

shrink bags and bows .  If you prefer, WINGS will gladly “shrink wrap” the 

basket for you.  Please give your basket to any WINGS member prior to event.  

Thanks! 

The July meeting date has been postponed due to the timing conflict with 

VBS.  Watch the weekly bulletin  for the rescheduled date. 

  GREENFIELD CHARGE TAKES ON THE   

  ALTOONA CURVE! 

                         Annual Congregation Night at the Curve 

                       Sunday, August 5 @ 6:00pm 

                         Altoona Curve vs Akron 

                         Fireworks Night: Kids Theme 

                             Signup sheets coming to a sanctuary near you  

                         BLAIR COUNTY DAY 

            AT PITTSBURGH PIRATES 
         SUNDAY, AUGUST 19TH 

            GAME TIME   1:35pm 

 

Raystown Bus is offering round trip Motor Coach Transportation for 
Cubs vs Pirates game.   Box Seat (Sections 123-124).   Cost - $85 per 

person. 

Please contact Rick Walter if interested.   
So far, we have 7 in our group.  
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BIBLE STUDY 

We will continue our closer look at the verses and 
wisdom in the Bible of Proverbs.  

We will be meeting in July-Mt. Hope; August-
Grace; and September-Greenfield. 

Everyone is welcomed to attend. Each lesson does not rely on the 
past lessons.  Plan to learn and hopefully grow in wisdom along 
with the leader. 

LOST! 

WINGS would like to ask whomever “borrowed” the 

Longeberger baskets that were stored at the Greenfield 

Church kitchen to kindly return them to the Greenfield 

Church!! Those baskets were given to WINGS by one of the 

members and are  used when serving meals at all three 

churches. We needed them recently and they were gone! 

Please  promptly return our baskets. Thank-you!! 

Happy 100th Birthday! 

Norma Ritchey, a life-long member of Grace Church , will be 
celebrating her 100th birthday on Friday, November 30.  Norma 
and her  husband Willard very seldom missed church services. 
Norma may very be the first centenarian in our Charge! 

Let’s help Norma celebrate by having a card shower. Please 
mark your calendar to send a card to Norma for her birthday on 
Friday, November 30. 

Norma Ritchey 
1430 Everett Rd. 

East Freedom, PA 16637 
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A Prayer for Our Nation 

God of liberty, 
We acknowledge Your reign. 

 
For the freedom of our land 
For the rights we possess, 

For the security of our laws, 
We praise You and thank You. 

 
Give guidance to our leaders 

Watch over those 
Who serve their country, 

Raise up the poor, 
And exalt the humble. 

 
Make our nation great and strong, 

Renowned in wisdom, 
Prosperous in virtue, 
And renewed in faith. 

 
Destroy all signs of division: 

Take away hatred and violence; 
Fill us with Your peace. 

Make us one people, 
United in praising You, 

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Let Freedom Ring! 
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The T. Naomi Weyant Family would like to express our 
sincere appreciation to the members of the Greenfield 
Charge of the United Church of Christ for the beautiful 
sympathy arrangements, cards, phone calls, visits, 
support, love and continued prayers. 

A special thank-you to Pastor Bob Penner, W.I.N.G.S. 
and the members of the Greenfield United Church of 
Christ. 

We have experienced God's love through your kind-
ness and concern. May God richly bless each and every one of you. Our loss 
is great. However, we hold onto the promise we will be united with our 
loved ones again. 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do 
I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 
John 14:27 

“For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you 
have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do.” Hebrews 
6:10 
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July Anniversaries 
6th    Scott & Casey Zimmerman 
10th   Rick & Linda Walter 
17th   Tyler & Lindsey Corrigan 
28th   Scott & Amy Finnegan 
31th   Joe & Ann Claar 

If there are any additions 

or corrections to the 

birthday/anniversary 

lists, please contact Emily 

Corle.  THANKS! 

July  
Birthdays 

3rd    Donna Finnegan 
3rd    Braidyn  Kranik 
4th    Betty Burket 
5th    Bradley Bivens 
6th    Joanne Smith 
7th    Cassie  Berkhimer 
8th    Andrea Plouse 
10th   Richard Finnegan 
14th   Gage Barnes 
15th   Jonathan Furry 
16th   Colin  O'Rourke 
16th   Bonnie Walter 
17th   Grace  Burket 
18th   Christina Claar 
26th   Frank Burket 
28th   Scott Finnegan 
30th   Sylvia Olewinski 

August 
Birthdays 

1st       Lauren Barnes 
14th    Brittany Finnegan 
16th    Matt Claar 
17th    Megan  Clarke 
18th    Braden  Furry 
19th    Sheryl Osborn 
20th    Lindsey Corrigan 
21st     Pamela Bowser 
25th    Michael Osborn 
27th    Michael Walter 
28th    Kylen Garner 
29th    Elaine Crist  
29th    Nancy Lingenfelter 

September 
 Birthdays 

2nd   Travis Clarke 
2nd   Nancy Penner 
9th    Evey Barnes 
13th  Avery Claar 
15th  John Lingenfelter 
16th  Annajean Finnegan 
17th  Heather O'Rourke 
23rd  Robert Ramsey 
27th  Alvin Stombaugh 
27th  Ronald Walter 
29th  Jeanne Mowry 
30th  Wyatt Yoder 

August Anniversaries 
2nd    Mike & Amy Boyer 
16th   Justin & Cindy Garner 
22nd   Roger & Emily Corle 
28th   Jim & Cheri Berkhimer 
27th    Craig & Susie Bivens 
31st     Bob & Pat Wees 

September 
Anniversaries 

9th    Taylor and Tiffani Corle 
9th    Adam and Sarah Dibert 
12th   Gary & Sharon Roudabush 
22nd  Matt & Jessica Claar 
23rd  Bob & Jean Gordon 
26th  Jeffrey & Wendy Farber 


