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- A Message from Wendy

OUR TIMES OF SUFFERING

So, who else feels like Job right now? You know the guy from the
Bible who lived a little before our time - sometime around 2000
BC. Ifyou don’t know who he is, that’s ok. Job was a man from
the land of Oz. Oops — the Land of Uz located possibly on the
other side of the Jordan River. He was a blameless, upright, God
fearing man. Did I mention that he was rather wealthy and
successful and yet he loved God?

In one day, Job went from having a family that consisted of a wife,
7 sons, and 3 daughters as well as numerous servants to just a
wife and a some of his servants. His livestock consisted of 7000
sheep, 3000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 donkeys before
that one day to losing every animal in his possession.

So how many of us feel like Job right now? Be honest. In the
midst of this pandemic, do we feel like we’ve lost everything?
Some of us may have lost a loved one or more. We also may have
lost our job, and we may have already been living paycheck to
paycheck. And to top it off, we have cabin fever because we have
been practically mandated to stay at home. We can’t see our
friends or go on a shopping spree unless it’s online.

So, with all these unprecedented events happening, where is your
faith? How are you responding to the unfortunate events in your
life? Have you given up on God? Or have you placed your life
into his hands?

Do you use phrases like ‘If this pandemic ever passes?’ instead of
‘When this pandemic is over.’ Job probably could have said the
same thing. But Job didn’t stop believing in God. Of course, Job



expressed his frustrations with his friends. Job suffered and
responded to his grief in the normal human ways, from stunned
silence, disbelief, denial, to finally acceptance. Before his
acceptance, his friends tried to help Job to rationalize what had
happened to him. Their understanding was that the law of cause
and effect applied to all people’s experiences. Their view of life
boiled down to the fact that good things happen to good people
and bad things happen to, well — bad people. So, Job’s friends’
assumption was that Job did something very wrong and he had to
admit to whatever he did so that his life could go back to what it
was before Job sinned. But we know that’s not how God disci-
plines or rewards us. But it doesn’t diminish our loss and grief.

We do not know if we will lose more during this pandemic. And if
we do, my thoughts and prayers go out to you and your family.
Job’s friends did something right though. His friends came to be
with him, they sat with him, and they listened. We can learn a lot
from his friends; however, we should avoid being harsh and eager
to justify the catastrophe and place blame. We need to show
compassion and understanding. At such times, our silent pres-
ence may be all that’s required. We need to simply show up.

Job realizes by the end of the story that suffering can’t always be
explained in ways that make sense to us. We may not know why
something happened, but we must trust God, who loves us and
sees much more than we do. Job didn’t give up on God. Job lost
everything, but God rewarded him after his trials by doubling the
number of each livestock and gave him 7 sons and 3 daughters. If
we keep the faith, God will bring us through. He will reward us for
our beliefs, maybe not today, and maybe not before we pass from
this world. When we face trials and difficulties in life, we too
should be comforted in Job’s statement: “I know that my
Redeemer lives” (Job 19:25).



Greenfield Charge

Schedule of Church Services 3rd Quarter, 2020

Date Location TYPE Title Event
All
July 5 Churc%es Regular July 4th
All 3
July 12 Churches Regular
All 3 Christmas
July 19 Churches S in July
All 3
July 26 Churches Regular
Regular/
AU e Joint Service
All 3
August 9 Churches Regular
All
August 16 Churc%es Regular
All 3
August 23 Churches Regular
All 3
August 30 Churches Regular
Labor
September 6 TBD JoIi{f*Eglsl(le%ce Day
Weekend
September 13 Chﬁlrlcrlgles Regular
September 20 Chj?lll}c:}gles Regular
September 27 Chj?llrlcllgqes Regular

Regular Services Times

Time Church
8:30am Mt. Hope
9:50am Greenfield
11:00am | Grace

Wendy’s Contact Information:
Wendy Farber

136 Franklin Circle
Altoona, PA 16601
Cell Phone: 814-937-0465
Email: farberhome@atlanticbb.net




Important Church Updates:

We will be taking each scheduled church service one week at a
time. Follow the calendar at http://www.greenfieldcharge.org/
charge-calendar.html for the latest information. If you don’t have
a computer, you will receive a phone call.

VBS 1s cancelled for this year.

Website: http://www.greenfieldcharge.org/

Calendar: http://www.greenfieldcharge.org/charge-
calendar.html

Facebook: Greenfield Charge United Church of Christ (2 spaces
between Charge and United)

Q
(0 CONGRATULATIONS TO
iy OUR HIGH SCHOOL
‘ GRADUATE!

Allison (Ally) Walter, daughter of Beaver and Cathy and sister of
Emily, graduated from Claysburg Kimmel HS with high honors.

Ally was a member of the National Honor Society, National Arts
Honor Society, the National Society of High School Scholars and
Honor Society.

While at CK, she participated in Chorus, volleyball, was a major-
ette and a cheerleader. She will be attending Penn State Universi-
ty Park in the fall, majoring in Art Education. Her passion is to
not only create art but teach others to express their feelings
through art as well.

The Greenfield Charge extends its congratulations and
blessings to Ally for her continued successl!
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A Praver For Our NanoN

God of Liberty,

We acknowledge Your reign.

For the freedom of our land
For the rights we possess,
For the security of our laws,
We praise You and thank You.

Give guidance to our leaders
Watch over those
Who serve their country,
Raise up the poor,
And exalt the humble.

Make our nation great and strong,
Renowned in wisdom,
Prosperous in virtue,

And renewed in faith.

Destroy all signs of division:
Take away hatred and violence;
Fill us with Your peace.
Make us one people,
United in praising You,
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Operation Christmas Child

Since we will not have Joint Services, we will still have

special offerings for the Shoeboxes on the first Sunday of
each month. Just pick up a special offering envelope

which in the back of each church. During the year, WINGS members
will purchase items for the shoeboxes. Picking up items when they go
on sale. At the end of the year, we will meet to assemble the shoeboxes
with the items purchased throughout the year.

There will still be an opportunity to purchase items and assemble your
own shoeboxes! Thanks to all who donated. So far, we have collected
$264 over two services.
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KBirthdays and Anniversaries

July

Birthdays August
3rd Donna Finnegan —y_Bn'thda S
3rd Braidyn Kranik 1ist  Lauren Barnes
4th  Betty Burket 13th Easton Corle
sth  Bradley Bivens 14th  Brittany Finnegan
6th Joanne Smith 16th Matt Claar
7th Cassie Berkhimer 17th Megan Clarke
8th Andrea Plouse 18th Braden Furry
9th  Doug Eckard 19th  Sheryl Osborn

1oth Richard Finnegan
14th Gage Barnes
15th Jonathan Furry

20th Lindsey Corrigan
21st Pamela Bowser

16th Colin O'Rourke 25th Michael Osborn
16th Bonnie Walter 27th  Michael Walter
17th Grace Burket 28th Kylen Garner

18th Christina Claar 29th Nancy Lingenfelter
26th Frank Burket 29th Nancy Gable

28th Scott Finnegan
3oth Sylvia Olewinski

July Anniversaries
6th Scott & Casey Zimmerman

September 10th Rick & Linda Walter
Birthdays 17th Tyler & Lindsey Corrigan
and Travis Clarke 28th Scott & Amy Finnegan
ond Nancy Penner 31th Joe & Ann Claar

3rd Robert Barnes

th Alec Fur . .
gth Evey Bages August Anniversaries
13th Avery Claar and Mike & Amy Boyer

15th John Lingenfelter sth  Doug & Luella Eckard
16th Annajean Finnegan 6th Robert & Susan Meredith

17th Heather O'Rourke 16th Justin & Cindy Garner
17th Robert Meredith 22nd Roger & Emily Corle
27th Alvin Stombaugh 28th Jim & Cheri Berkhimer
27th Ronald Walter 27th Craig & Susie Bivens

29th Jeanne Mowry 31st Bob & Pat Wees

3oth Wyatt Yoder
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@p} N 4 Anniversaries
«| Ifthereare any additions | oth Taylor and Tiffani Corle
Qpi or corrections to the > oth Adam and Sarah Dibert
: birthday/anniversary : 22nd Matt & Jessica Claar
%‘ lists, please contact Emily |, 23rd Bob & Jean Gordon
: Corle. THANKS! : 26th Jeffrey & Wendy Farber
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